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REGULAR MEETING OF THE SOLVANG CITY COUNCIL 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

1644 OAK STREET 

 

February 22, 2016 

6:30 p.m. 

 

Please be advised that, pursuant to State Law, any member of the public may address the Council concerning any 

item on the Agenda.  Please be aware that Items on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and are 

normally enacted by one vote of the Council. 

If you wish to speak on Items 3. 4, or 5 please do so during Public Communications. 
Regular City Council meetings are broadcast live on Channel 23 in the Santa Ynez Valley 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

CITY MANAGERS REPORT 

 

1. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS – WRITTEN OR VERBAL 
 

At this time, please direct comments to the City Council regarding Consent Calendar Items or 

matters NOT on the agenda but within the jurisdiction of the Council. (Speakers are limited to 

five (5) minutes). 

 

2. COUNCIL COMMENTS AND REQUESTS 
 

Comments and requests from City Council Members.  No action will be taken at this meeting. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AS PRESENTED 

 

4. CITY COUNCIL MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 8, 2016 
 

Approval of Minutes. 

 

5. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Receive and File Sheriff’s Department Report for January 2016 
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REGULAR AGENDA 

6. DISCUSSION AND DIRECTION FOR AD HOC COMMITTEE WITH THE SANTA 

YNEZ BAND OF CHUMASH INDIANS  

 

a. Discuss and provide committee with direction for discussions with the Chumash ad hoc 

committee regarding possible funding for the Fire Station 30 expansion; and 

b. Discussion on extension of term of Chumash ad hoc committee 

 

7. INTRODUCTION FOR FIRST READING, BY TITLE ONLY, AN UPDATE TO THE 

WATER AND SEWER CODE AND DROUGHT REGULATIONS 

 

Introduce for first reading, by title only, Ordinance No. 16-_____, an Ordinance of the City of 

Solvang updating the Water & Sewer Code and Drought Regulations. 

8. COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS  (Oral reports: Each Council Member will give oral 

reports on their activities in relation to the following committee or agencies.  In addition, 

each member may report on items that will be included on the agenda for such committee 

or agency and seek guidance from the Council as a whole on such items, including on what 

position to take on behalf of the City) 
 

 Santa Barbara County Association of Governments 

 Air Pollution Control Board 

 Joint Wastewater Committee 

 Finance Committee 

 Chumash Tribe  

 Indian Gaming Benefit Committee  

 California Joint Powers Insurance Authority 

 

9. ADVANCE CALENDAR 
 

Informational Calendar – no action. 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
Copies of staff reports and supporting documentation pertaining to each item on this agenda are available for  public viewing and 
inspection at City Hall, 1644 Oak Street, Solvang,  during regular business hours and on the City’s website www.cityofsolvang.com, in 
addition, any writings relating to an open session agenda item  provided to a majority of the Council that is distributed within 72 hours of 

the meeting, after the posting of the agenda, will be identified and available separately at City Hall and may be posted to the website. 
 

 In Compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, you should 

contact the office of Administrative Services at 688-5575 or the California Relay Service.  Notification 48 hours prior to the 

meeting would enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 



 

      
 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

SOLVANG CITY COUNCIL 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Council Chambers                February 8, 2016 
1644 Oak Street                    Monday 
Solvang, CA  93463                       6:30 pm 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Richardson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 
  PRESENT:   Mayor Richardson, Council Members Duus, Jamieson, Skytt,  

and Zimmerman 
 

STAFF:    Brad Vidro, City Manager; Roy Hanley, City Attorney; Charlie Uhrig, 
Community Resources Officer; Sandra Featherson, Administrative 
Services Director; Matt van der Linden, Public Works Director; and  
Lisa Martin, City Clerk 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Council Member Jamieson 

 
CITY MANAGERS REPORT:  Informational report only 

 
1. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS – WRITTEN OR VERBAL 

 
Fred Kovol, Resident 
 SLO County is considering dredging a lake for potential drinking water 
 The weather forecast for the rest of the month doesn’t show much precipitation 
 Provided a news article and encouraged the Council not to allow delivery of medical 

marijuana 
 
Esther Bates, Executive Director of Elverhoj Museum 
 Updated the Council on activities and upcoming events and excursions related to the 

Elverhoj Museum  
 Acknowledged appreciation for all the museum’s volunteers, who help make their non-

profit organization a success  
 
 Tracy Farhad, SCVB Executive Director 

 Updated the Council on her attendance at tourism conferences 
 Solvang hotels are completely sold out for Valentine’s Day 
 Taste of Solvang tickets are on sale 

 
2.  COUNCIL REQUESTS 
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None. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AS PRESENTED 

 
No changes to the agenda. 

 
4. CITY COUNCIL MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 8, 2016 

 
Motion made by Council Member Duus to approve the minutes as written, seconded by Council 
Member Zimmerman, and carried with a verbal response of 5 ayes. 

 
5. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approval of Warrant Register 
b. Accept the WWTP Garage Structure as complete and direct the City Manager to execute 

and record the Notice of Completion 
c. Adopt Resolution 16-980 approving and adopting CalRecycle’s Beverage Container 

Recycling Payment Program   
d. Approve and authorize the Mayor to execute an amendment to the contract for Audit 

Services with Terry Krieg, CPA, at an annual cost of $29,850.00 
 

Council Member Jamieson questioned the length of time that the City has used the same auditor.  
In her time at the school board, they used a different auditor each time.  The City Attorney 
responded that it is not mandatory, although that is policy for some entities.  Council Member 
Jamieson indicated that she just wanted to make sure we were legal.      
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Duus to approve the consent agenda as presented, 
seconded by Council Member Jamieson.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 5 ayes. 

 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
6. 2014/2015 COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Staff report by Sandra Featherson, Administrative Services Director.  
 
Presentation by Terry Krieg, CPA.  CalPERS has estimated Solvang’s proportionate share of net pension 
obligation to be $2.5 million.   
  
Mayor Richardson inquired as to the approximately 7.5% return reflected in CalPERS actuarial 
model.  Isn’t that an unreasonable expectation?  Terry Krieg answered that as a lay person he did 
think it was high, but it is based on the actuarials. 
 
Mayor Richardson opened the item to public comment at 7:13 p.m. 
 
 
 
Fred Kovol 
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 Call your attention to Sandra’s report, Page 3 of 4.  There are tables there that seem to 
have different numbers.  In the first table $296,371 should have brackets around it.   

 
Mayor Richardson agreed that it was a misprint that he was going to make the Finance Director 
aware of.  

 
Mayor Richardson closed the item to Public Comment at 7:15 p.m.   
 
Motion made by Council Member Duus to accept the annual financial report into the record, 
seconded by Council Member Skytt.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 5 ayes. 
 

7. SANTA YNEZ RIVER WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT GROUNDWATER 
SUSTAINABILITY PRESENTATION 

 
Presentation by Bruce Wales of the SYRWCD.   
 
Discussion on existing water wells and metering.  Agricultural water for vineyards, etc. is already 
highly regulated as far as nitrogen levels and fertilizers, however, not necessarily metered for 
water use/consumption.  Bruce Wales suspects that all active wells would be required to be 
metered. 
 
Council Member Zimmerman inquired as to whether any research was done with sonar or other 
technology to determine topography or water elevations of the upland basin.  Bruce Wales 
discussed the different alluvial levels of the river. 
 
Council Member Jamieson questioned how accurate are the records we have on the number of 
existing wells in the Santa Ynez Valley, because she has three clients that have wells on their 
property and there are no records or permits.  Mr. Wales responded that certainly if people have 
active wells there should be registered.  Older wells are a different problem as they most likely 
were not required to be permitted, and very few have been legally abandoned.  The only way he 
can think of to get an accurate count of all the wells will be to get the Department of Water 
Resources list and not SB County Environmental Health’s, as it may not be a reliable source if 
wells were not permitted. 
 
Mayor Richardson opened the public comment period at 8:03 p.m. 
 
Fred Kovol 
 Was on the AB3030 committee 20 years ago.   
 There was a basin contour study prepared then.  He is worried about Camp 4 as it feeds 

into the basin and they are federal, unregulated.   
 The Woodstock area has undocumented wells and has a chromium 6 problem.   
 Would like to see one Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA). 
 Discussed a crack in the basin near the Post Office in Los Olivos, that is why you see flow 

in the Alamo Pintado creek.  
 

Bruce Wales discussed Federal Reserve water rights, and mentioned a good write-up in the 
casino expansion EIR regarding the tribe’s wells.  
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Council Member Jamieson asked about the forest land area.  Bruce Wales indicated that there is 
not enough area, and is not a substantial player. 

 
 Brad Joos, ID#1 

 Concerned with possible fees and taxations for the agency 
 We need to get all the players involved early, let’s work together  

 
Mayor Richardson asked what the headache would be with having a single GSA?  If you have 
one plan and any part of the basin doesn’t meet the criteria, then the whole basin fails.   
 
Bruce Wales responded that currently using fees that customers pay now, but the fees will 
increase after the GSA is formed. 
 
Mayor Richardson closed the public comment period at 8:21 p.m. 

 
8. CALIFORNIA EMPLOYERS’ RETIREE BENEFIT TRUST (CERBT) – OTHER POST 

EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS LIABILITY PRESENTATION 
 

Staff report by Sandra Featherson, Administrative Services Director 
 
Presentation by CalPERS representative Joel Sivas. 
 
Mayor Richardson asked if, once we are in the program, we can back out?  CalPERS indicated 
that we can terminate at will although the funds would need to be transferred to another 
compliant program.  
 
Council Member Zimmerman asked what countries were included in the global real estate 
investments?  CalPERS responded that it is an extensive list for diversification purposes. 
 
Mayor Richardson opened and closed the public comment period at 8:42 p.m. 
 
Council Member Skytt commented that 25% of our retirees fall into the 80+ age category. 
 
Motion made by Council Member Duus to approve Strategy 2 as the staff recommendation, 
seconded by Council Member Skytt.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 5 ayes. 
 

 
9. COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS  (Oral reports: Each Council Member will give 

            oral reports on their activities in relation to the following committee or agencies.  In 
            addition, each member may report on items that will be included on the agenda for 
            such committee or agency and seek guidance from the Council as a whole on such 
            items, including on what position to take on behalf of the City) 
 
 
 

• Santa Barbara County Association of Governments 
Council Member Skytt attended the No. County Regional Subcommittee.  One issue 
was the funding of the Saturday service which will be continued.  They will be doing 
more advertising. 
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• Air Pollution Control Board 
• Joint Wastewater Committee 
• Finance Committee 
• Chumash Tribe 

Council Member Duus reported back on the Ad Hoc committee meeting of February 
3, 2016.  The new ladder truck is smaller and therefore the addition required at the 
station is smaller and less costly.  The tribe would like some participation by the City 
in the project, either monetary or in-kind.  Mayor Richardson added that the County 
should be participating with us, and that our participation should not be monetary.  
The item should be agendized for the February 22nd meeting for a decision on 
contribution.  

• Water Committee 
• Indian Gaming Benefit Committee  
• California Joint Powers Insurance Authority 

 
 

10.    ADVANCE CALENDAR 

None. 

11. ADJOURNMENT  Mayor Richardson adjourned the meeting at 8:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
             
          
         



 

 

          



M E M O R A N D U M  
 
 
 
 
Date:          February 11, 2016   
 

To: Solvang City Council 

 

From:         Senior Deputy Charlie Uhrig 

 

Subject: Solvang Statistics and Activity Report for January 

 

CC: Lt. Shawn O’Grady 
 

 

This statistics report is designed to provide a general overview of law enforcement 

activity in the City of Solvang for the month of January. The report highlights and 

describes patterns of activity, significant felonies in the city, and noteworthy 

performances by deputies assigned to the Solvang station. 

Burglary: 

Four burglaries were reported in Solvang during the month of January. 

On 01-06-16 (case 16-256), a vehicle burglary report was called into the Solvang station 

by the son of the victim. He was calling in a late report because his mother had filed a 

claim with the insurance company and required a police report. He said his mother also 

spoke on Spanish and did not want to file a report after she first discovered the burglary. 

According to the victim, unknown suspect(s) had broken into her trunk while the vehicle 

was parked on the street in front of their residence, possibly on New Year’s Eve. She 

had contacted neighbors and no one saw or heard anything. The victim stated that 

about $2500 worth of items, including $1300 in cash, was taken in the burglary. This 

report was taken for documentation purposes, and the case is closed pending further 

leads. 

On 01-21-16 (case 16-988), a subject walked into the Solvang station to report a vehicle 

burglary. The victim stated that sometime during the evening, unknown suspect(s) 

broke into his vehicle and stole numerous items valued at over $650. The victim also 

stated that his car alarm did activate but he didn’t hear it. After the initial report was 



taken, the victim’s wife called to report a bike had been found in the area around their 

residence. The deputy conducted a Forensic investigation and was able to locate some 

latent fingerprints that was collected and sent to DOJ for further analysis. This was the 

first of two vehicle burglaries reported in this neighborhood. On 01-22-16 the deputy 

was contacted by Pismo Beach Police and told that some of the items that had been 

reported stolen from Solvang cases were recovered, and that two suspects were in 

custody. Deputies were able to retrieve the stolen property and return the items to the 

victim in this case.   

On 01-21-16 (case 16-989), the Solvang deputy was dispatched to a local residence for 

a report of a residential burglary. The victim was contacted and told deputies that he 

had noticed his two vehicles, which were parked in his driveway and unlocked, had 

been ransacked sometime during the evening by unknown suspect(s), as well as his 

garage work office behind his house. He stated that he was unsure what was taken 

from his office, but was sure that there was paperwork which contained his social 

security numbers. He was also sure that nothing had been taken from his vehicles. The 

victim stated there were no witnesses to the burglary, and a canvas of the area 

confirmed there were no witnesses. The victim said he would provide a complete list of 

stolen property at a later date. The case was closed pending further leads. It should be 

noted that this victim’s property was also recovered and returned, after the arrest of the 

two suspects in Pismo Beach.   

On 01-30-16 (case 16-1485), deputies responded to a burglary alarm call at a local thrift 

store and contacted the manger, who had just arrived on scene. After clearing the store 

to render it safe, the deputy saw broken glass, which had been used to gain entry and 

exit the store. The manager did a quick investigation and concluded that about $1600 in 

cash and over $1000 in jewelry had been taken in the burglary. While this investigation 

was going on, another burglary call came in from a local liquor store, regarding a theft 

that had just occurred and the suspect had fled on foot across the street. It was also 

relayed that the lone suspect has bleeding from his arms and was carrying a large 

amount of cash. Prior to deputies arriving and contacting the liquor store clerk, the 

suspect was observed getting into a taxi and leaving the area. The taxi driver was 

contacted and it was learned he had dropped the suspect off in Buellton at a local 

motel. Multiple deputies responded to the motel, and were able to take the lone suspect 

into custody, without incident, and recover most of the cash and all of the jewelry items 

taken from the thrift store. The suspect was arrested for felony burglary from the thrift 

store, and the liquor store, possession of burglary tools, and possession of narcotics, 

was booked and transported to County Jail. 

 

 



Other Significant Activity: 

During the month of January deputies conducted 41 traffic stops which resulted in 5 

citations written for various offenses, including 4 DUI arrests. There were 20 calls for 

alarms or 9-1-1 follow ups. In addition, there were 10 traffic accident investigations 

during the month of January. There were no coroner cases reported in Solvang during 

the month of January.  

Murder:  

No murders were reported in Solvang for the month of January. 

Rape: 

No rapes were reported in Solvang for the month of January.  

Robbery: 

No robberies were reported in Solvang during the month of January. 

Domestic Assault/Assault: 

During the month of January there were no felony domestic violence reports, but four 
misdemeanor domestic incidents were reported. There was one Elder Abuse reported. 
 
On 01-09-16 (case 16-409), deputies responded to a local residence to a report of 
battery. Upon arrival, the victim was contacted and said she had been assaulted by her 
son, and feared for her life. She said that her son, who was much larger than her, had 
poked her very hard, leaving a bruise, and caused her to slam into a wall. She also said 
he son had been yelling at her and she feared that he would hurt her. During the 
investigation, deputies contacted the son, who was still on scene, and after speaking to 
him, concluded a crime had occurred and arrested the suspect for felony Elder Abuse, 
booked and transported him to County Jail. The incident was also referred to Adult 
Protective Services. 
 
Grand Theft: 
 

One grand theft was reported in Solvang during the month of January. 

 

On 01-31-16 (case 16-1522), deputies were contacted by a victim of unlawful use of a 

credit card. The victim stated that a known suspect had used her credit card to pay for 

utilities, and make other purchases without her consent or knowledge. The victim stated 

that the loss was over $1200, and that she also was filing civil charges to get restitution 

for other uses of her cash and credit card. This report was forwarded to another County 

for follow up and prosecution.  



 

Auto Theft 
 
No thefts of an auto were reported in Solvang during the month of December. 

 

Misdemeanors/Thefts: 

There was 1 vandalisms and 6 petty thefts reported during the month of January. The 

petty thefts involved unlocked vehicles, and most of the items taken were recovered and 

two suspects were arrested for the thefts and burglaries.   

Arrests: 

During the month of January, deputies made a total of 12 arrests, including 3 felony 

arrests. These arrests included the following types of Misdemeanor arrests: 4 for DUI, 

none for Public Intoxication and 1 for Narcotics.  

On 01-03-15 (case 16-96), a deputy was patrolling downtown Solvang when he noticed 

a subject walking, who he immediately recognized as a suspect with numerous 

outstanding felony warrants. The suspect was contacted, and admitted to the deputy 

that he had also just stashed drug paraphernalia, after he saw the deputy. The suspect 

was arrested for outstanding felony warrants, and possession of drug paraphernalia, 

booked and transported to County Jail. 

On 01-09-16 (case 16-409), deputies responded to a local residence to a report of 

battery. Upon arrival, the victim was contacted and said she had been assaulted by her 

son, and feared for her life. She said that her son, who was much larger than her, had 

poked her very hard, leaving a bruise, and caused her to slam into a wall. She also said 

he son had been yelling at her and she feared that he would hurt her. During the 

investigation, deputies contacted the son, who was still on scene, and after speaking to 

him, concluded a crime had occurred and arrested the suspect for felony Elder Abuse, 

booked and transported him to County Jail. The incident was also referred to Adult 

Protective Services. 

On 01-30-16 (case 16-1485), deputies responded to a burglary alarm call at a local thrift 

store and contacted the manger, who had just arrived on scene. After clearing the store 

to render it safe, the deputy saw broken glass, which had been used to gain entry and 

exit the store. The manager did a quick investigation and concluded that about $1600 in 

cash and over $1000 in jewelry had been taken in the burglary. While this investigation 

was going on, another burglary call came in from a local liquor store, regarding a theft 

that had just occurred and the suspect had fled on foot across the street. It was also 

relayed that the lone suspect has bleeding from his arms and was carrying a large 

amount of cash. Prior to deputies arriving and contacting the liquor store clerk, the 



suspect was observed getting into a taxi and leaving the area. The taxi driver was 

contacted and it was learned he had dropped the suspect off in Buellton at a local 

motel. Multiple deputies responded to the motel, and were able to take the lone suspect 

into custody, without incident, and recover most of the cash and all of the jewelry items 

taken from the thrift store. The suspect was arrested for felony burglary from the thrift 

store, and the liquor store, possession of burglary tools, and possession of narcotics, 

was booked and transported to County Jail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Monthly Activity Report for January 
This is the January end of the month report from the Solvang Community Resource 

Deputy. It highlights all the activities, meetings, and presentations by the Community 

Resource Deputy for the month of January.  

MEETINGS: 
On January 11, I attended a City Council meeting. 

On January 12, I attended a City staff meeting. 

On January 25, I coordinated and moderated a local Salvation Army meeting. 

PRESENTATIONS: 
One presentation was given in the month of January.  

On January 25, I conducted a tour and presentation for our “Mayor of the Day” at the 

Solvang station. I also coordinated his “Ride-A-Long” with the Solvang deputy.   

ACTIVITIES: 
On January 6, I picked up and assortment of teddy bears for distribution for kids.  

On January 7 and 13, I worked security details for the Courts.  

On January 17, I worked a security detail for a VAFB Missile launch. 

On January 27, I attended our 1st Quarter Training Day at the Allan Hancock Academy. 



CITY OF SOLVANG STATISTICS 2015
ACTIVITY JANFEBMARAPRMAYJUN JULAUGSEPOCTNOVDEC YTD Total

Log Entries 291 271 354 395 355 398 447 394 370 374 358 342 4349
OAI Reports 35 49 38 45 57 54 54 47 46 49 47 43 564
Trfc Invest. 11 13 15 10 13 11 12 12 12 8 2 8 127
Coroner 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 4
Burglaries 1 5 0 1 8 8 1 2 6 0 4 0 36
Attempts 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Residential 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 3 0 7
Vehicle 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 8
Commercial 1 3 0 1 6 8 0 1 0 0 1 0 21
Other 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Felonies 4 1 5 2 2 2 4 6 6 7 2 8 49
Murder 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Rape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Robbery 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 4
Assault 2 0 4 1 0 1 3 0 0 2 1 2 16
Grand Theft 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 2 2 3 1 2 14
Auto Theft 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 4
Other 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 2 1 1 0 4 12
Misd./Thefts 0 2 3 0 1 1 1 1 3 7 4 3 26
Arrests 11 6 5 11 14 12 14 13 10 13 9 8 126
Misd. 8 5 2 9 13 9 10 8 8 10 8 7 97
Felony 3 1 3 2 1 3 4 5 2 3 1 1 29
DUI 3 2 0 5 4 1 3 2 2 2 0 2 26
Public Intox. 2 0 1 0 2 1 3 2 4 3 3 3 24
Narcotic 1 1 0 3 1 4 2 1 1 3 2 0 19
Citations 8 5 23 38 15 21 8 15 20 16 22 12 203
Moving 1 1 9 21 8 6 0 2 8 5 6 7 74
Equipment 0 1 14 3 0 6 2 4 1 4 5 1 41
Other 7 1 0 12 7 9 6 9 11 6 11 4 83
Parking 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 1 4 1 1 0 11
Viborg Rd. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Skate Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



CITY OF SOLVANG STATISTICS 2016
ACTIVITY JANFEBMARAPRMAYJUN JULAUGSEPOCTNOVDEC YTD Total

Log Entries 255 255
OAI Reports 45 45
Trfc Invest. 10 10
Coroner 0 0
Burglaries 4 4
Attempts 0 0
Residential 1 1
Vehicle 2 2
Commercial 1 1
Other 0 0
Felonies 3 3
Murder 0 0
Rape 0 0
Robbery 0 0
Assault 1 1
Grand Theft 1 1
Auto Theft 0 0
Other 1 1
Misd./Thefts 7 7
Arrests 12 12
Misd. 9 9
Felony 3 3
DUI 4 4
Public Intox. 0 0
Narcotic 1 1
Citations 5 5
Moving 1 1
Equipment 4 4
Other 0 0
Parking 0 0
Viborg Rd. 0 0
Skate Park 0 0
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL 

STAFF REPORT 

 

TO:   SOLVANG CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS            

 

FROM:   Brad Vidro, City Manager              

 

MEETING DATE:  February 22, 2016  

 

DATE PREPARED:  February 12, 2016 

 

SUBJECT:   DISCUSSION AND DIRECTION FOR AD HOC COMMITTEE WITH THE 

SANTA YNEZ BA ND OF CHUMASH INDIANS  

 
 

I. RECOMMENDATION:    

  

1. Discuss and provide committee with direction for discussions with the Chumash ad 

hoc committee regarding possible funding for the Fire Station 30 expansion. 

2. Discussion on extension of term of Chumash ad hoc committee 

 

 

II. DISCUSSION: 

 

At the February 10, 2014 the Solvang City Council established a two member ad hoc 

committee to meet with a similar committee from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash 

Indians. Mayor Richardson and Councilmember Duus are the Solvang members and 

Chairman Armenta and Tribal Councilmember Kahn represent the Tribe. The committee 

was established for a one-year duration and then extended by the City Council on 

February 9, 2015 for another one year period that would end on February 9, 2016. The 

City Council needs to determine if the duration of the committee should be extended. 

 

The two ad hoc committees have met several times to discuss items of mutual interest 

which was the intent of the committee when it was established. Most recently the city’s 

ad hoc subcommittee requested and was granted approval for preliminary architectural 

plans for a possible expansion of the Solvang Fire Station to provide for a new aerial 

ladder truck that will be purchased by the Tribe for the Santa Barbara Fire Department at 

a cost not to exceed $1.6 million. The Tribe has also committed to fund an additional 

firefighter/paramedic position at Station 30 (Solvang) starting April 1, 2016 with an 

estimated annual cost of $581,000. 
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The Fire Department has revised the ladder truck to a single chassis which will require 

only a small extension to the rear of the building.  Preliminary plans have been completed 

and the architect has provided a preliminary estimate of $34,000 to complete plans and 

specifications for construction. A ball park figure on construction costs is $65,000. City 

staff could perform the demolition work for the rear parking area as an in kind 

contribution to project. 

 

 

III. ALTERNATIVES:  

 

The City Council can provide a variety of direction to the ad hoc committee.  

 

 

IV. FISCAL IMPACT:  

 

 Any financial commitments would require City Council approval. 

  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL 

STAFF REPORT 

 

 

TO:   SOLVANG CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

FROM:   Matt van der Linden, Public Works Director/City Engineer 

 

MEETING DATE:  February 22, 2016 

 

DATE PREPARED:  February 12, 2016 

 

SUBJECT: INTRODUCTION FOR FIRST READING, BY TITLE ONLY, 

UPDATE OF WATER & SEWER CODE AND DROUGHT 

REGULATIONS 

 

 

 

I. RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

Introduce for first reading by title only Ordinance No. 16-______, an ordinance of 

the City of Solvang updating the Water & Sewer Code and Drought Regulations. 

 

II. BACKGROUND: 
 

At its regular meeting of January 13, 2014, the Solvang City Council passed a 

resolution and declared a Stage One Drought Condition for the City.  At a 

subsequent City Council meeting the Stage 1 Drought Regulations were further 

modified.  At its Regular Meeting of July 28, 2014 the Solvang City Council 

implemented Stage 2 Drought Regulations within the City.  Again at two 

subsequent City Council meetings the Stage 2 Drought Regulations were 

modified. 

 

Title 9 of the City of Solvang Municipal Code, Chapter 3, Article D – Water 

Conservation Program covers regulations during drought conditions.  The current 

Code as written references 1986 water usage and is out of date in many aspects.  

In implementing the Stage 1 and Stage 2 Drought Regulations as described above, 

significant deviations from the existing Code had to be made.  With three years of 

drought regulation experience behind us staff recommends that Title 9, Chapter 3, 

Article D – Water Conservation Program now be updated. 
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Title 9 of the City of Solvang Municipal Code sets forth the Water & Sewer Code 

for the City, and explains all of the laws, rules and regulations that pertain to the 

provision of water and sewer service within the City.  Some minor revisions and 

additions have been made to Title 9 of the City’s Municipal Code over the past 

several years.  However, a comprehensive review and update of Title 9 has not 

been undertaken for many years.  In considering the update to Title 9, Chapter 3, 

Article D – Water Conservation Program (Drought Regulations), it was 

determined that a comprehensive review and update of the entire Title 9 Water & 

Sewer Code would be appropriate at the same time. 

 

III. DISCUSSION: 

 

Numerous minor edits and a few significant revisions to Title 9 Water & Sewer 

Code are proposed.  Due to the extensive nature of revisions proposed to Title 9, 

Chapter 3, Article D – Water Conservation Program (Drought Regulations), these 

revisions are shown separately.  See Attachment 1 and Exhibit A. 

 

The most significant revisions proposed to the remainder of Title 9 are outlined 

below.  Additional details of all recommended edits and revisions to entire Title 9 

Water & Sewer Code may be found in Exhibit B.  Proposed edits and revisions 

are highlighted using the “Track Changes” function of Word. 

 

1. 9-2-5. Revise term of Can and will certificates per previous City Council 

action from 90 days to 180 days. 

2. 9-2A-2.A.  The acceptable sewer lateral pipe materials have been updated to 

eliminate cast iron and ABS pipe, and allow high density polyethylene 

(HDPE) pipe. 

3. 9-2B-6.  Where sewer easements are required, the minimum easement width 

shall be 15 feet. 

4. 9-2C-3.A. Grease-oil-sand interceptors shall be required for all new 

restaurants and commercial establishments where food may be prepared. 

5. 9-2C-9.A.  Effective July 1, 2017 residential water softeners must be of a type 

that do not discharge waste (brine) to the City sewer system. 

6. 9-3-2.C.  Applicants for water service must accept incidental sand and silt 

conditions. 

7. 9-3A-6.A.7.  Minimum waterline diameter shall be 8 inch except in cul-de-

sacs of less than 150 feet where 6 inch diameter may be used. 

8. 9-3C-5.B.  Reconnection Charge is redefined as “Disconnection” Charge, and 

shall be assessed as soon as City personnel leave the City offices to initiate a 

disconnection of service. It will be increased from $25 to $46. 

9. 9-3C-5.E. It is requested that the City Council discuss and consider 

eliminating this subsection that allows for short term disconnections. 

Currently the City Code allows for customers to have their water turned off in 

billing period increments (30 days) which eliminates the meter fee and sewer 

charge during those months.  
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IV. ALTERNATIVES: 

 

The City Council could direct staff to make additional changes to Title 9, Chapter 

3, Article D – Water Conservation Program (Drought Regulations) or any portion 

of Title 9 Water & Sewer Code prior to the second reading and adoption. 

 

V. FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

In general there is not a significant fiscal impact to the proposed updates of Title 9 

Water & Sewer Code.  For the past several years, many of the fees and charges as 

exist in Title 9 today do not adequately cover the City’s costs in implementing the 

related provisions.  Therefore, updating some of the fees and charges set forth in 

Title 9 will enable the City to fully recover the costs associated with 

implementing the related provisions.  Updating the fees and charges as described 

is projected to generate approximately $2,000 to $5,000 additional revenue 

annually. 

 

VI. ATTACHMENTS: 

 

1. Existing Title 9, Chapter 3, Article D – Water Conservation Program 

(Drought Regulations) 

2. Title 9 Revisions Ordinance (adoption pages) 

A. Proposed revised Title 9, Chapter 3, Article D – Water Conservation 

Program (Drought Regulations) 

B. Title 9 Water & Sewer Code with proposed edits and revisions shown 

using “Track Changes” function of Word 

 

 



 

 

          













 

 

          



 
ORDINANCE NO. 16-______ 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOLVANG, 

REVISING & UPDATING SOLVANG MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 9, 
WATER & SEWER REGULATIONS 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that as various conditions change, and State and 
Federal regulations may change, it is necessary and beneficial from time to time to update 
and revised the Solvang Municipal Code;  and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that during the past three years of severe drought 

in California the Drought Regulations contained within Title 9 of the Solvang Municipal 
Code are outdated and inadequate;  and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to ensure adequate water supply to the 

residents and businesses of the City of Solvang during times of drought, and implement fair 
and reasonable regulations to safeguard the City’s limited water resources;  and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that fees, charges and other regulations contained 

within Title 9 of the Solvang Municipal Code are deficient;  and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the matter and finds it to be beneficial to 

the health, safety and general welfare of the community; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council hereby approves and adopts the revised and updated 

Title 9 of the Solvang Municipal Code including revised Drought Regulations (attached 
hereto as Exhibits A and B, and included as though fully set forth at this point); 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE PEOPLE OF THE CHARTERED CITY OF 

SOLVANG DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:   
 

 
Section One. Effective Date: 

 
This ordinance shall be in full force and shall take effect thirty (30) days after its 

passage. 
 
Section Two. Publication: 
  

Solvang is a Charter City and has adopted its own rules for summarizing and posting 
ordinances once they are adopted.  A summary of this ordinance will be prepared by the City 
Attorney.  The summary will be posted in three locations after adoption as directed in the 
Solvang Municipal Code.  A true and correct copy of the full ordinance together with a 
record of the vote of each council member shall be kept by the City Clerk. 
 
Section Three.  Exemptions from CEQA. 
  



The City Council finds, pursuant to Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, 
section 15061 (b)(3), that this ordinance is exempt from the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in that it is not a project, which has the potential for 
causing a significant effect on the environment. 
 
 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of 
Solvang on this 28th day of March, 2016 by the following vote: 

 
 

BY:        
        Jim Richardson, Mayor 

 
 

ATTEST: 
 

     
Lisa S. Martin, City Clerk 

 
 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 
COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA ) 
CITY OF SOLVANG   ) 

 
I, Lisa S Martin, City Clerk of the City of Solvang, do herby certify that the foregoing 

Ordinance had its first reading on February 22, 2016 and was adopted on second reading on 
March 28, 2016 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:   
NOES:   
ABSENT:   
ABSTAIN:  

 
BY:       
        Lisa S. Martin, City Clerk 

 
 

Exhibit A:  Proposed revised Title 9, Chapter 3, Article D – Water Conservation Program 
(Drought Regulations) 

Exhibit B:  Title 9 Water & Sewer Code with proposed edits and revisions shown using 
“Track Changes” function of Word 

 
 
 



ARTICLE D:  WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
 
9-3D-1: WATER WASTE PROHIBITED: 
 
No water user shall waste water supplied through the distribution facilities of the City.  
The term "waste" shall include, without limitation: 
 

A. The watering of grass, lawns, ground cover, shrubbery, open ground, crops and 
trees, including greenbelt, golf course and agricultural irrigation, in a manner or to 
the extent which allows unreasonable excess water to run off the area being 
watered.  Every water user is deemed to have under his control at all times the 
water distribution lines and facilities serving his property and is chargeable with 
knowledge of the manner and extent of his water excess runoff. 
 

B. The washing of sidewalks, walkways, driveways, parking lots and other hard 
surface areas by direct hosing where unreasonable amounts of such water will 
run off without secondary benefit.  Exceptions are: 1) the washing of residential 
patios, commercial food service establishment patios, and hard surface areas 
around swimming pools; 2) the washing of hard surface areas as necessary to 
prevent or eliminate matters dangerous to the public health and safety, including 
spillage of foodstuffs and other matter, which cannot be swept, mopped, scraped, 
shoveled or otherwise removed other than by washing; and 3) for aesthetic 
purposes the washing of commercial sector sidewalks (not streets) on an as 
needed (not daily or weekly) basis, for removal of material not otherwise covered 
in this section. 
 

C. The escape of water through breaks or leaks within any water user's plumbing or 
distribution system for an unreasonable period of time within which such break or 
leak should reasonably have been discovered and corrected1. It shall be 

presumed that a period of forty eight (48) hours after the water user discovers 
such leak or break, or receives notice from the city of such leak or break, 
whichever occurs first, is a reasonable time within which to correct, or to 
implement correction, of such leak or break.  (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 

9-3D-2: WATER USE DURING DROUGHT OR EMERGENCIES: 
 
Every water user shall restrict their use of water supplied through the city's distribution 
facilities to an allotment that may be established from time to time by resolution of the 
city council and specified in section 9-3D-4 of this article. 
 

A. Use Categories Established:  The following water use categories are hereby 
established: 
 
Category 1:  Residential (interior only):  Interior residential water use including 
fire protection and sanitation has the highest priority to continued water service 
during times of shortage. 
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Category 2:  Institutional (interior only):  Interior school and hospital water uses 
have the second highest priority to continue water service during times of 
shortage. 
 
Category 3:  Commercial and industrial (interior only):  Interior commercial and 
industrial water uses have the third highest priority to continue water service 
during times of shortage. 
 
Category 4:  Other (including all outside use):  This category includes all water 
uses which are not included in categories 1, 2 and 3 and include, but are not 
limited to, agricultural use, landscaping, golf course, private recreational facilities, 
parks, schoolyards and other such uses.  These water uses have the lowest level 
priority and any water so assigned shall not be utilized between the hours of 8:00 
A.M. to 8:00 P.M or other hours as adopted by City Council Resolution. 
 

B. Criteria Used For Allotments:  From time to time the city council may, based upon 
existing and projected water supplies and needs, establish allotments for each 
water user account, or class of water service customer, within each category, 
based on the following criteria: 
 

1. Categories 1 And 2: Residential and institutional (interior only): 
a. For residential (interior) water use, a quantity of water shall be allotted for 

each category of residential user, such as single-family dwelling and 
apartment.  The city council may, in determining allotment, use various 
criteria such as samples, averages and projections, and any other factors 
deemed material. 

b. Notwithstanding the foregoing, no restriction is imposed upon the 
residential account of the actual use to which the water allocation may be 
put by the household.  However, it shall be rebuttably presumed that any 
water user exceeding the water allotment for residential (interior) needs 
is using such water for some other purpose, and shall have the burden of 
proof to show actual residential (interior) use in any proceeding or 
controversy involving that issue. 

c. For institutional (interior) water use, a quantity of water shall be allotted 
as determined by the city council.  The city council may, in determining 
allotment, use various criteria such as samples, averages and 
projections, and any other factors deemed material. 

d. In addition to any allotment made to any water account under these 
categories, there shall be added thereto any allotment to which the water 
user account is entitled as a water user under Category 3 or 4, if it also 
falls within such additional water use capacity. 

 
2. Categories 3 And 4:  Commercial and industrial, and other (including all outside 

use): 



a. For each water service account within each of these water use 
categories, the city council shall, after first allotting water for Categories 1 
and 2, apportion and allot the projected remaining water amongst water 
user Categories 3 and 4, and amongst each water user account, or class 
of water service customer, within such water user category as it 
determines to be reasonable and in the best interest of the city, based 
upon all facts and circumstances it deems material to the issue.  In so 
doing the city council may make a greater apportionment of the available 
water supplies to one water user category than another, and may from 
time to time alter such priority of apportionment. 

b. In making specific water allotments to water user accounts within any 
given water use category, the city council shall take into consideration all 
factors utilized in making allotments under subsection B1a of this section, 
and such other factors as it deems pertinent.  (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-3D-3: REGULATIONS DURING DROUGHT CONDITIONS: 
 

A. Stage One Drought Regulations:  Upon adoption by the City Council of a 
resolution declaring a Stage One Drought Condition and for as long as that 
condition exists the following water regulations and other such regulations as 
may be adopted by resolution of the City Council, shall apply to all use of water 
that is provided by the city water supply system: 
 
1. Voluntary water conservation by all city customers aimed at a fifteen (15%) 

percent reduction in water use from the specified prior benchmark year’s 
average monthly water usage.  The benchmark year shall be established in 
the resolution. 

2. Irrigation of turf such as school yards, parks, ball fields, golf courses, green 
spaces, etc., shall be allowed only between the hours of 10:00 P.M. and 6:00 
A.M. 

3. All restaurants that provide table service shall post, in a conspicuous place, a 
notice of drought condition and shall refrain from serving water except upon 
specific request by a customer. 

4. Operators of hotels, motels and other commercial establishments offering 
lodging shall post in each room a notice of drought condition containing water 
conservation information.  Linens and towels shall be washed no more than 
every 2nd day for guests staying more than one night. 

5. Exterior sprinkler watering of plants, lawns, shrubbery, ground cover, etc., 
shall be permitted only between the hours of 8:00 P.M. to 8:00 A.M. during 
the months of March through October, and only between the hours of 4:00 
P.M. to 10:00 A.M. during the months of November through February 

6. Vehicles shall be washed only at commercial car washing facilities. 
7. The washing of hard surfaces such as driveways and sidewalks shall be 

prohibited except where necessary to protect the public health and safety. 



8. The loss of water through breaks or leaks in any water user's plumbing must 
be corrected within twenty four (24) hours of the user's knowledge of that 
condition2. 

 
B. Stage Two Drought Regulations:  Upon adoption by the City Council of a 

resolution declaring a Stage Two Drought Condition and for as long as that 
condition exists, the following water use regulations and other such regulations 
as may be adopted by resolution of the City Council, shall apply to all use of 
water that is provided by the city water supply system: 
 

1. Mandatory reduction in water use from the specified prior benchmark year’s 
average monthly water usage by all city customers of 20% based on customer 
class as follows: 
 
Single Family Residential Customers Water Usage Penalties shall be tiered with 
no penalty for the allowed residential usage as determined by City Council 
Resolution and increasing to 1.5 times the current water rate as the second tier 
and 2.0 times the current water rate for the third tier and 2.5 times the current 
water rate for that amount over the third tier.  
 
Commercial/Industrial/Institutional Customer Water Usage Penalties shall be 
tiered with no penalty for the allowed benchmark year percentage usage as 
determined by City Council Resolution and increasing to 1.5 times the current 
water rate for usage in the second tier and penalties as determined by Resolution.  
 
Irrigation Only Customer Water Usage Penalties shall be as follows: 

0-50% of usage compared to the same month in the benchmark year: 
  no penalty:  Current Water Rate 
> 50% of usage compared to the same month in the benchmark year: 
    Penalty shall be as determined by Resolution 

 
Multi-family Residential/Mobile Home Customer Water Usage Penalties shall be 
as follows: 

0-90% of usage compared to the same month in the benchmark year: 
  no penalty:  Current Water Rate 
> 90% of usage compared to the same month in the benchmark year: 
  Penalty =  1.5 times Current Water Rate 

 
2. Outdoor irrigation of ornamental landscapes or turf shall be limited to no more 

than two days per week.  Watering shall be restricted to Mondays and 
Thursdays for addresses ending in even numbers, and to Tuesdays and 
Fridays for addresses ending in odd numbers. 

3. The use of water for the flushing of water mains, and fire department training 
exercises shall be allowed only upon advance written approval of the City 
Manager. 
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4. The use of water in a fountain or other decorative water feature, except where 
the water is part of a recirculating system, is prohibited. 

5. The penalty for a second violation of any Stage One or Stage Two Drought 
Regulation shall be set by City Council Resolution, after a written warning 
upon the first violation. 

6. Each of the Stage One Drought Regulations set forth in subsections A1 
through A8 of this section shall remain in force where not in conflict with the 
provisions of this subsection B. 

 
C. Stage Three Drought Regulations:  Upon adoption by the City Council of a 

resolution declaring a Stage Three Drought Condition and for as long as that 
condition exists, the following water use regulations and other such regulations 
as may be adopted by resolution of the City Council shall apply to all use of water 
that is provided by the city water supply system: 
 
1. Mandatory reduction in water use from the specified prior benchmark year’s 

average monthly water usage by all city customers of 30% based on 
customer class.  

2. Each of the Stage One Drought Regulations set forth in subsections A1 
through A8 of this section shall remain in force where not in conflict with the 
provisions of this subsection C. 

3. Each of the Stage Two Drought Regulations set forth in subsections B2 through B6 
of this section shall remain in force to the extent that they do not conflict with the 
provisions of this subsection C. 

 
D. Stage Four Drought Regulations:  Upon adoption by the City Council of a 

resolution declaring a Stage Four Drought Condition and for as long as that 
condition exists, the following water use regulations and other such regulations 
as may be adopted by resolution of the City Council shall apply to all use of water 
that is provided by the city water supply system: 
 

1. This provision shall activate an allotment system and/or a rationing program 
for water users. 

2. All exterior water use, including the filling of spas and swimming pools, water 
for fountains or decorative water features, landscape irrigation, lawn watering, 
etc., shall be prohibited except where necessary to protect the public health 
and safety. 

3. The penalty for a second violation of any Stage One through Four Drought 
Regulation shall be established by City Council Resolution per violation, after a 
written warning upon the first violation. 

4. Each of the Stage One through Stage 3 Drought Regulations set forth in i this 
section shall remain in force where not in conflict with the provisions of this 
subsection D.   

9-3D-4: ALLOTMENT SCHEDULE:  
 



A. Schedule Established:  The allotments referred to in section 9-3D-1 of this article 
shall be as established from time to time as deemed appropriate and necessary 
by resolution of the City Council.  During any period in which no current 
resolution is in effect, all water use categories and water user accounts shall be 
deemed to have an allotment of one hundred percent (100%) of actual water 
consumption during such period. 

B. Use of Allotment Schedule:  It shall be the sole responsibility of each water user 
to manage and use their allotted water in such a manner as to not exceed such 
allotment. 

C. Place of Use of Allotment Water:  Water allotments for each water user account 
shall be used only on and for the premises for which such water user account is 
designated or intended, and no other premises.   

 
 
9-3D-5: ENFORCEMENT OF WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM:  
 
Any person found to be in violation of section 9-3D-1 of this article shall be served, 
personally or by certified United States mail, with written notice stating the location and 
nature of the violation.  Upon receipt of said notice, the offender shall immediately and 
permanently cease the violation set forth in the notice.  Failure to cease such violation 
shall result in discontinuance of water service to such premises.  (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
Footnotes - Click any footnote link to go back to its reference. 
Footnote 1:  See also section 9-3B-2 of this chapter and subsection 9-3D-3A8 of this 
article. 
Footnote 2:  See also section 9-3B-2 and subsection 9-3D-1C of this chapter. 
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Chapter 1 
WATER AND SEWER REGULATIONS 

 
9-1-1: CONFLICTING PROVISIONS: 
9-1-2: VIOLATIONS; PENALTY: 
9-1-3: APPLICABILITY OF CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE: 
 
9-1-1: CONFLICTING PROVISIONS: 
 
A. Conflict Between Titles: If the provisions of this title conflict with or contravene the provisions 

of another title of this code, the provisions of this title shall prevail as to all matters and 
questions arising out of the subject matter of this title. 

 
B. Conflict Between Chapters: If the provisions of any chapter of this title conflict with or 

contravene the provisions of another chapter of this title, the provisions of each chapter shall 
prevail as to all matters and questions arising out of the subject matter of this title. 

 
C. Conflict Between Sections: If conflicting provisions are found in different sections of the same 

chapter or subtitle, the provisions of the sections last in numerical order shall prevail, unless 
such construction is inconsistent with the meaning of the chapter. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-1-2: VIOLATIONS; PENALTY: 
 
A. Violation: It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any provision of this title. Violation of 

any provision of this title is a misdemeanor punishable as provided in section 1-3-3 of this 
code. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986; amd. 2001 Code) 
 

B. Nuisance Declared: In addition to all other penalties imposed by law for violation of any 
provision of this title, any condition caused by or existing in violation of any provision of this 
title shall be deemed a public nuisance subject to abatement in accordance with the 
applicable laws of the state of California. The city attorney is hereby authorized to 
commence actions and proceedings for the abatement, removal, destruction or enjoinment 
of any such public nuisance in the manner provided by law. Each day that such nuisance 
continues shall be regarded as a new and separate offense. 
 

C. Cumulative Remedies: The remedies and penalties provided in this title are cumulative and 
may be exercised in addition to all other remedies or penalties available under other 
applicable law. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-1-3: APPLICABILITY OF CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE: 
 
A. Applicability Of State Law: Pursuant to the provisions of Code of Civil Procedure section 

1094.6(g), said section 1094.6 is hereby made applicable to judicial review of any decision 
of the city council or any board, commission or agency of the city. 

 
B. Expansion Of Judicial Review Or Extension Of Period Of Limitations Prohibited: Nothing 

contained in this chapter shall be deemed to expand the scope of judicial review or extend 
any applicable period of limitations for the filing of any judicial action. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 

Chapter 2 
SEWER CODE 
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9-2-1: DEFINITIONS: 
9-2-2: MANDATORY CONNECTION TO PUBLIC SEWER: 
9-2-3: RELIEF FROM REGULATIONS: 
9-2-4: CITY INSPECTORS: 
9-2-5: CAN AND WILL SERVE CERTIFICATES: 
9-2-6: USE OF PUBLIC SEWERS REQUIRED: 
9-2-7: PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL: 
9-2-8: DAMAGE TO SEWER FACILITIES: 
 
9-2-1: DEFINITIONS: 
 
Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, or unless the context of this chapter otherwise 
requires, the following words whenever used in this chapter shall be given the meanings and 
construction set forth in this section: 
 
APPLICANT: The person making application for a permit. No person shall be an applicant who 
is not the owner or authorized agent of the owner of the premises to be served by the sewage 
facility for which the permit is requested. 
 
BUILDING: Any structure containing sanitary facilities, designed for use as a human habitation 
or place of business, recreation or other purpose. 
 
CITY INSPECTOR: In any place this code uses the phrase "city inspector" that phrase shall 
mean the public works director or his/her designee. 
 
GARBAGE: Solid wastes from the preparation, cooking and dispensing of food, and from the 
handling, storage and sale of produce. 
 
HOUSE (OR BUILDING) SEWER: Any sewer or lateraldrain beginning at the plumbing or 
drainage outlets of any building and running to the property line. 
 
INDUSTRIAL WASTE: Any and all liquid or solid waste substance, not sewage, from any 
producing, manufacturing or processing operation of whatever nature. 
 
LATERAL SEWER: The portion of the side sewer within a public street not considered a main 
sewer line that is intended to serve a single parcel. 
 
LICENSED CONTRACTOR: An individual, firm, corporation, partnership or association duly 
licensed by the state of California to perform the type of work to be done under a duly issued 
permit. 
 
OUTSIDE SEWER: A private sewer beyond the limits of the city. 
 
PERMIT: The written authorization required by this code for the installation or construction of 
any facility for the collection or transmission of domestic sewage and waterborne wastes. 
 
PLUMBING SYSTEM: Includes, but shall not be limited to, all plumbing, fixtures and traps, or 
soil, waste, special waste and vent pipes, and all sanitary sewage pipes within the property lines 
of the premises. 
 
PRIVATE SEWER: A sewer which is on private property and/or isa part of an independent 
sewage disposal system not controlled by or under the jurisdiction of the Cityconnected to a 
public sewer. 
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PUBLIC SEWER: A sewer lying within a public street or City sewer easement and which is 
controlled by or under the jurisdiction of the city. 
 
SEWAGE: Any and all waste substance, liquid or solid, associated with human habitation, or 
which contains or may be contaminated with human or animal excreta or excrement, offal or any 
feculent matter. 
 
SEWAGE WORKS: All facilities for the collection, transmission, treatment and disposal of 
sewage. 
 
SEWER: A pipe or conduit which carries sewage and/or industrial wastes to which storm, 
surface and ground waters are not intentionally admitted. 
 
SIDE SEWER: The part of the horizontal piping beginning at the foundation wall of any building 
and terminating in the main sewer or septic  tank. 
 
STREET: Any public highway, road, street, avenue, alley, way, easement or right of way. (Ord. 
86-32, 4-3-1986; amd. Ord. 02-223, 11-12-2002)  
 
9-2-2: MANDATORY CONNECTION TO PUBLIC SEWER: 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to connect to, construct, install or provide, maintain and use 
any other means of sewage disposal from any building in the city except by connection to the 
public sewer in the manner provided in this chapter. 
 
A. The owner of any building situated within the city requiring sewage disposal and abutting on 

any street in which is located a public sewer, shall, at such owner's expense, connect said 
building directly to such public sewer. All connections required by this section shall be made 
in accordance with the provisions of this title and all other applicable rules and regulations of 
the city. 
 

B. The owner of any building in existence prior to the construction of a public sewer to which 
connection would otherwise be required under subsection A of this section, shall, upon 
construction of such public sewer, connect said building to such public sewer within ninety 
(90) days after the date of receipt of written notice from a duly authorized officer of the city 
advising of the availability of such public sewer and of the requirement for connection 
thereto. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2-3: RELIEF FROM REGULATIONS: 
 
A. On Application: When any person, by reason of special circumstances, is of the opinion that 

any provision of this chapter is unjust or inequitable as applied to his property, he may make 
written application to the city council, stating the special circumstances, citing the provisions 
complained of and requesting suspension or modification of that provision as applied to his 
premises. If such application be approved, the city council may, by resolution, suspend or 
modify the provision complained of, as applied to such property, to be effective as to the 
date of the application and continuing during the period of the special circumstances. 
 

B. On Own Motion: The city council may, on its own motion, find that by reason of special 
circumstances any provision of this chapter should be suspended or modified as applied to 
a particular premises and may, by resolution, order such suspension or modification for such 
premises during the period of such special circumstances, or any part thereof. (Ord. 86-32, 
4-3-1986) 

 



9-2-4: CITY INSPECTORS: 
 
A. DesignationAppointment: The Ccity Managercouncil shall designateappoint a city wastewater 

inspector(s) to inspect and approve the installation, connection, maintenance and use of all 
lateral sewers and plumbing, sewerage, sanitary drainage work and facilities in connection 
therewith in the city. 
 

B. Powers And Authority: The officers, inspectors and any duly authorized employees of the city 
shall wear or carry an official badge of office or other evidence establishing his position as 
such and upon exhibiting the proper credentials and identification shall be permitted to enter 
in and upon any and all buildings, industrial facilities and properties for the purposes of 
inspection, reinspection, observation, measurement, sampling, testing or otherwise 
performing such duties as may be necessary in the enforcement of the provisions of this 
code or any other applicable rule or regulation of the city. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2-5: CAN AND WILL SERVE CERTIFICATES: 
 
A. Certificate Required: Any person desiring to secure a building permit shall first obtain a can 

and will serve certificate from the city clerk stating the city's ability to provide proper and 
adequate water and sewer service to the project. 
 
In the case of commercial, industrial, multiple dwellings and condominium projects, the can 
and will serve certificate will also address fire protection including, but not limited to, 
automatic fire sprinkler systems, construction materials, structure heights and ingress-
egress. 
 

B. Term: Can and will serve certificates shall automatically terminate and be without further 
force and effect after the passage of one hundred eightyninety (1890) days from date of 
issuance. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2-6: USE OF PUBLIC SEWERS REQUIRED: 
 
A. Disposal Of Wastes: It shall be unlawful for any person to place, deposit or permit to be 

deposited in an unsanitary manner upon public or private property within the city, or in any 
area under the jurisdiction of the city, any human or animal excrement, garbage or other 
objectionable waste. 
 

B. Treatment Of Wastes: It shall be unlawful to discharge to any stream or watercourse any 
sewage, industrial waste or other contaminated substance, except where suitable treatment 
has been provided in accordance with provisions of this title. 
 

C. Unlawful Disposal: Except as herein provided, it shall be unlawful to construct or maintain 
within the city any privy, privy vault, septic tank, cesspool, seepage pit or other facility 
intended or used for the disposal of sewage. 
 

D. Occupancy Prohibited: No building, industrial facility or other structure within the city shall be 
occupied until the owner of the premises has complied with all applicable provisions of this 
title. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2-7: PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL: 
 
A. Sewer Not Available: Where connection to a public sewer is not required under the provisions 

of section 9-2-2 of this chapter, the building sewer shall be connected to a private sewage 
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disposal system complying with the rules, regulations and ordinances of the Santa Barbara 
County health department. 
 

B. Abandonment Of Facilities: At such time as connection to a public sewer is required with 
respect to a property served by a private sewage disposal system, as provided in section 9-
2-2 of this chapter, a direct connection shall be made to the public sewer in compliance with 
this title, and any septic tanks, cesspools and similar private sewage disposal facilities shall 
be abandoned and filled with suitable material in accordance with the County of Santa 
Barbara standards and as determined by the city  inspector. 
 

C. Cost Of Maintenance: The owner shall, at the owner's sole expense, operate and maintain 
the private sewage disposal facilities in a sanitary manner at all times. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-
1986) 

 
9-2-8: DAMAGE TO SEWER FACILITIES: 
 
No unauthorized person shall maliciously, wilfully or negligently break, damage, destroy, 
uncover, deface or tamper with any structure, appurtenance or equipment which is a part of the 
city's sewage works. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 

ARTICLE A.  SEWER CONNECTIONS 
 
9-2A-1: PERMIT REQUIRED: 
9-2A-2: CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS: 
9-2A-3: CONNECTION TO PUBLIC SEWER: 
9-2A-4: MAINTENANCE OF SIDE SEWER: 
9-2A-5: BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICE: 
 
9-2A-1: PERMIT REQUIRED: 
 
No person shall construct any sewer or make a connection to any public sewer without first 
obtaining a written permit from the city and paying all fees and connection charges as required 
by this title. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-2A-2: CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Construction of sewers shall be accomplished in accordance with the applicable requirements of 
the city in force from time to time. 
 
A. Sewer Materials: The side, house, building and lateral sewer shall be cast iron soil pipe, 

ASTM specification (A74-42) or equal, vitrified clay sewer pipe, ASTM standard specification 
(C13-44T) or equal, polyvinyl chloride (PVC) plastic pipe which shall conform to ASTM 
standard specifications D3034-72, or high density polyethylene (HDPE) plastic pipe which 
shall conform to ASTM standard specifications D2239, D2737, D3035 & F714, or 
acrylonitrile butadiene styrene (ABS) pipe which shall conform to ASTM standard 
specification D2513 and to United States department of commerce commercial standard 
CS270-65. All pipe joints shall be glued, fused or rubber gasketed, tight and waterproof. 
 

B. Minimum Size And Slope: The size and slope of the side sewer shall be subject to the 
approval of the city inspector, but in no event shall the diameter of the lateral sewer be less 
than four inches (4") and the diameter of the house/building sewer be less than fourthree 
inches (43"). The slope of the side sewer shall not be less than 2% or one-fourth inch (1/4") 
per foot, unless otherwise approved by the city inspector. 
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C. Building Drain: Whenever possible the building drain shall be brought to the building at an 
elevation below the basement floor. No building drain shall be laid parallel to or within three 
feet (3') of any bearing wall. The building drain shall be laid at uniform grade and in straight 
alignment insofar as possible. Changes in direction shall be made only with properly curved 
pipe and fittings. 
 

D. Joints And Connections: All excavations required for the reinstallation of a building drain shall 
be open trench work unless otherwise approved by the city inspector. Pipe laying and 
backfill shall be performed in accordance with ASTM specification (C12-19) except that no 
backfill shall be placed until the work has been inspected. All joints and connections shall 
conform to the applicable provisions of the uniform building code then in effect. (Ord. 86-32, 
4-3-1986) 

 
9-2A-3: CONNECTION TO PUBLIC SEWER: 
 
A. Connection Requirements: The connection of the house/building sewer into the public sewer 

shall be made at the lateral if possible, by placing a cleanout "Y" on its back with the 
cleanout looking up at the property line. Where there is no properly located lateral or where 
there is no lateral sewer available in collection system, the connection should be made 
using a sewer saddle at the public main and a lateral extended to the property line with 
cleanout as provided in the public works department standard details. For new sewer main 
extensions a "wye" and sewer lateral shall be placed at each parcel according to public 
works department standard details. The connection to the public sewer shall be made in the 
presence of the city inspector and under theirhis supervision and direction and in 
accordance with the rules, regulations and ordinances of the city. Any damage to the public 
sewer shall be repaired at the cost of the applicant to the satisfaction of the city inspector. 
When a lateral sewer is constructed by an applicant, the applicant shall first obtain a permit 
for such construction and pay the establishedan inspection fee of seventy five dollars 
($75.00). Payment of said seventy five dollar ($75.00) inspection fee shall not relieve the 
applicant of the required payment of the connection fees provided in section 9-2E-1 of this 
chapter, provided however, that the cleanout "Y" shall be placed on its back with the 
cleanout looking up at the property line when a lateral is constructed by an applicant. Only a 
licensed and bonded contractor may install lateral sewers in the public right of way and 
connect the same to city sewer lines. 
 
Prior to commencement of work, every licensed contractor shall provide the city with an 
undertaking with a surety or sureties satisfactory to the city inspector, by the terms of which 
the contractor agrees to hold the city harmless from the damage to the city sewer system 
caused by the connection to the sewer. The final amount of such suretyundertaking shall be 
at least tenfive thousand dollars ($105,000.00) if it covers a period not to exceed one year, 
or two thousandfive hundred dollars ($52,000.00) if it covers only a single installation. (Ord. 
02-223, 11-12-2002) 

 
B. Separate Sewers: No two (2) adjacent lots fronting on the same street shall be permitted to 

join in the use of the same side sewer. Except as otherwise provided in this section, every 
building or industrial facility must be separately connected with a public sewer if such public 
sewer exists in the street upon which the property abuts or in an easement which will serve 
said property. However, one or more buildings under the same ownership located on a 
single parcel may be served with the same side sewer during the period of said ownership 
with approval of the city inspector. Upon the subsequent subdivision of any such parcel the 
portion not directly connected with such public sewer shall be forthwith separately 
connected with a public sewer, and it shall be unlawful for the owner thereof to continue to 
use or maintain such indirect connection. 
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Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, separate residential, 
commercial or industrial condominium units in the same condominium development may join 
in the use of a common side sewer. 
 

C. Old Building Sewers: Old building sewers, excepting bituminous (Oorangeburg), may only be 
used in connection with new buildings ifonly when they are found, upon examination and 
testing by the city inspector, to conform to all applicable requirements of the city.  In no case 
shall old bituminous (Orangeburg) building sewers be used in connection with new 
buildings. 
 

D. Sewer Too Low: In all buildings in which any building sewer is too low to permit gravity flow 
to the public sewer, sanitary sewage carried by such building sewer shall be lifted by 
artificial means, approved by the city inspector and discharged to the public sewer at the 
expense of the owner. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2A-4: MAINTENANCE OF SIDE SEWER: 
 
Side sewers, including the horizontal piping beginning at the foundation wall of any building and 
terminating in the main sewer, (whether within public right-of-way or not) shall be maintained by 
the owner of the property served thereby. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-2A-5: SEWER BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICE: 
 
In any structure in which the sewer waste outlets and/or -drains are lower than the top elevation 
of the nearest downstream sewer manholes in the street (or easement), a backflow prevention 
device, such as a check valve, shall be installed on the house sewer. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 

ARTICLE B. PUBLIC SEWER CONSTRUCTION 
 
9-2B-1: PERMIT REQUIRED: 
9-2B-2: PLANS, PROFILES AND SPECIFICATIONS: 
9-2B-3: PERSONS AUTHORIZED TO PERFORM WORK: 
9-2B-4: COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATIONS: 
9-2B-5: DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS: 
9-2B-6: EASEMENTS OR RIGHT OF WAY: 
9-2B-7: GRADE STAKES: 
9-2B-8: PROTECT EXCAVATIONS: 
 
9-2B-1: PERMIT REQUIRED: 
 
No person shall construct, extend or connect to any public sewer without first obtaining a written 
permit from the city and paying all fees and connection charges and furnishing bonds as 
required by this code. The provisions of this section requiring permits shall not be construed to 
apply to contractors constructing sewers and appurtenances under contracts awarded and 
entered into by the city. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-2B-2: PLANS, PROFILES AND SPECIFICATIONS: 
 
The application for a permit for public sewer construction shall be accompanied by complete 
plans, profiles and specifications, complying with this code, prepared by a registered civil 
engineer showing all details of the proposed work based on an accurate survey of the ground. 
The application, together with the plans, profiles and specifications, shall be examined by the 
city inspector who shall approve them as filed or require them to be modified as he deems 
necessary for proper installation. When the city inspector is satisfied that the proposed work is 
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proper and the plans, profiles and specifications are sufficient and correct, he shall order the 
issuance of a permit predicated upon the payment of all connection charges and fees, and the 
furnishing of an agreement in form to be approved by the city that the subdivider will construct 
the facilities in strict accordance with the approved plans and specifications, the faithful 
performance of which agreement shall be secured by a faithful performance bond in an amount 
and with sureties satisfactory to the city. The permit shall prescribe such terms and conditions 
as the city inspector deems necessary in the public interest. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-2B-3: PERSONS AUTHORIZED TO PERFORM WORK: 
 
Only licensed contractors shall be authorized to perform the work of public sewer construction 
within the city. All terms and conditions of the permit issued by the city to the applicant shall be 
binding on the contractor. The requirements of this section shall apply to side sewers installed 
concurrently with public sewer construction. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-2B-4: COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATIONS: 
 
A. Local Regulations: Any person constructing a sewer within a street shall comply with all 

applicable laws, ordinances, rules and regulations pertaining to the cutting of pavement, 
opening, barricading, lighting and protecting of trenches, backfilling and repaving thereof 
and shall obtain an encroachmentall permits and pay all fees required prior to the issuance 
of an encroachment permit by the city. 

 
B. Subdivisions1: The requirements of sections 9-2B-1 and 9-2B-7 of this article shall be fully 

complied with before any final subdivision map shall be approved by the city inspector. The 
final subdivision map shall provide for the dedication for public use of all streets, easements 
or rights of way in which public sewer lines are to be constructed. If a final subdivision map 
of a tract is recorded and the work of constructing sewers to serve the tract is not completed 
within the time limit allowed in the permit, the city council may extend the time limit or may 
complete the work and take appropriate steps to enforce the provisions of the bond 
furnished by the subdivider. 

 
C. Occupational Safety And Health Acts: All construction undertaken under a city permit shall be 

in strict compliance with state and federal occupational safety and health acts in effect at the 
time. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2B-5: DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS: 
 
Minimum standards for the design and construction of sewers within the city shall be in 
accordance with the applicable provisions of this code and with the specifications for sewer 
construction then in effect, copies of which are on file in the city offices. The city or the city 
inspector may permit modifications or may require higher standards where unusual conditions 
are encountered. 
 
"As-built" drawings showing the actual location of all mains, structures, Ys, Ts, laterals and 
cleanouts shall be filed with the city before final acceptance of the work. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-2B-6: EASEMENTS OR RIGHT OF WAY: 
 
In the event that an easement is required for the extension of the public sewer or the making of 
connections, the applicant shall procure and have accepted by the city council a proper 
easement or grant of right of way sufficient to permit the laying and maintenance of such 
extension or connection.  In no case shall sewer easements be less than fifteen (15) feet in 
width. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
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9-2B-7: GRADE STAKES: 
 
Grade and line stakes shall be set by a registered civil engineer prior to the start of work on any 
public sewer construction. The licensed contractor shall be responsible for accurately 
transferring grades to grade bars and sewer invert. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-2B-8: PROTECT EXCAVATIONS: 
 
The applicant shall maintain such barriers, lights and signs as are necessary to give warning to 
the public at all times that a sewer is under construction and of each dangerous condition to be 
encountered as a result thereof. He shall also likewise protect the public in the use of the 
sidewalk against any such conditions in connection with the construction of the sewer. Streets, 
sidewalks, parkways and other property disturbed in the course of the work shall be reinstalled 
in a manner satisfactory to the city and any other person or entity having jurisdiction. (Ord. 86-
32, 4-3-1986) 

 
Footnotes - Click any footnote link to go back to its reference. 

Footnote 1: See title 12 of this code. 
 

 

ARTICLE C. USE OF PUBLIC SEWERS 
 
9-2C-1: DRAINAGE INTO SANITARY SEWERS PROHIBITED: 
9-2C-2: TYPES OF WASTES PROHIBITED: 
9-2C-3: INTERCEPTORS REQUIRED: 
9-2C-4: PRELIMINARY TREATMENT OF WASTES: 
9-2C-5: CONTROL MANHOLES: 
9-2C-6: MEASUREMENTS AND TESTS: 
9-2C-7: SPECIAL AGREEMENTS: 
9-2C-8: SWIMMING POOLS: 
9-2C-9: WATER SOFTENING AND CONDITIONING EQUIPMENT: 
 
9-2C-1: DRAINAGE INTO SANITARY SEWERS PROHIBITED: 
 
No leaders from roofs and no surface drains for rainwater shall be connected to any sanitary 
sewer. No surface or subsurface drainage, rainwater, storm water, seepage, cooling water or 
unpolluted industrial process waters shall be permitted to enter any sanitary sewer by any 
device or method whatsoever. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-2C-2: TYPES OF WASTES PROHIBITED: 
 
Except as hereinafter provided, no person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any of the 
following described waters or wastes to any public sewer: 
 
A. Any liquid or vapor having a temperature higher than one hundred fifty degrees Fahrenheit 

(150°F). 
 

B. Any water or waste which may contain more than one hundred (100) parts per million, by 
weight, of fat, oil or grease. 
 

C. Any gasoline, benzene, naphtha, fuel oil, or other flammable or explosive liquid, solid or gas. 
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D. Any garbage that has not been properly shredded. "Properly shredded garbage" shall mean 
the wastes from the preparation, cooking and dispensing of food that has been shredded to 
such degree that all particles will be carried freely under the flow conditions normally 
prevailing in public sewers, with no particle greater than one-half inch (1/2") in any 
dimension. 
 

E. Any ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal, glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastics, 
wood, paunch manure or any other solid of viscous substance capable of causing 
obstruction to the flow in sewers or other interference with the proper operation of the 
sewage works. 
 

F. Any waters or wastes having a pH lower than five and five-tenths (5.5) or higher than nine 
(9.0) or having any other corrosive property capable of causing damage or hazard to 
structures, equipment and personnel of the sewage works. 

 
G. Any waters or wastes containing toxic or poisonous substance in sufficient quantity to injure 

or interfere with any sewage treatment process, constitute a hazard to human or animals or 
create any hazard in the receiving waters of the wastewatersewage treatment plant. 
 

H. Any waters or wastes containing suspended solids of dissolved matter of such character and 
quantity that unusual attention or expense is required to handle such materials at the 
sewage treatment plant. 
 

I. Any noxious or malodorous gas or substance capable of creating a public nuisance. 
 

J. Any salt from water softening devices utilizing salt in the regeneration process. (Ord. 86-32, 
4-3-1986) 

 
9-2C-3: INTERCEPTORS REQUIRED: 
 
A. Required: Grease, oil and sand interceptors shall be provided by all restaurants and 

commercial establishments where food may be prepared, and when, in the opinion of the 
city inspector, they are necessary for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing grease 
in excessive amounts, or any flammable wastes, sand or other harmful ingredients; except 
that such interceptors shall not be required for buildings used exclusively for residential 
purposes. All interceptors shall be of a type and capacity approved by the city inspector and 
shall be located as to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and inspection. 
 

B. Maintenance: All grease, oil and sand interceptors shall be maintained by the owner, at his 
expense, in continuously efficient operation at all times. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2C-4: PRELIMINARY TREATMENT OF WASTES: 
 
A. Required: The admission into the public sewers of any waters or wastes having: 1) a five (5) 

day biochemical oxygen demand greater than three hundred (300) parts per million by 
weight; or 2) containing more than three hundred fifty (350) parts per million by weight of 
suspended solids; or 3) containing any quantity of substance having the characteristics 
described in section 9-2C-2 of this article; or 4) having an average daily flow greater than 
two percent (2%) of the average daily sewage flow of the city, shall be subject to the review 
and approval of the inspector. Where necessary in the opinion of the city inspector, the 
owner shall provide, at his expense, such preliminary treatment as may be necessary to: 1) 
reduce the biochemical oxygen demand to three hundred (300) parts per million and the 
suspended solids to three hundred fifty (350) parts per million by weight; or 2) reduce 
objectionable characteristics or constituents or within the maximum limits provided for in 
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section 9-2C-2 of this article; or 3) control the quantities and rates or discharge of such 
wastes or waters. 
 
Plans, specifications and any other pertinent information relating to proposed preliminary 
treatment facilities shall be submitted for the approval of the city inspector; and no 
construction of such facilities shall be commenced until said approval is obtained in writing. 

 
B. Maintenance: Where preliminary treatment facilities are provided for any waters or wastes, 

they shall be continuously maintained in satisfactory and effective operation by the owner at 
his expense. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2C-5: CONTROL MANHOLES: 
 
When required by the city, the owner of any property served by a side sewer carrying 
commercial or industrial wastes shall install a suitable control manhole in the side sewer to 
facilitate observation, sampling and measurement of wastes. Such manhole, when required, 
shall be accessibly and safely located, and shall be constructed in accordance with plans 
approved by the city inspector. The manhole shall be installed by the owner at his expense, and 
shall be maintained by him so as to be safe and accessible at all times. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-2C-6: MEASUREMENTS AND TESTS: 
 
All measurements, tests and analyses of the characteristics of waters and wastes to which 
reference is made in section 9-2C-2 and subsection 9-2C-4A of this article shall be determined 
in accordance with the standard methods and shall be determined at the control manhole 
provided for in section 9-2C-5 of this article, or upon suitable samples taken at said control 
manhole. In the event that no special manhole has been required, the control manhole shall be 
considered to be the nearest downstream manhole in the public sewer to the point at which the 
side sewer is connected. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-2C-7: SPECIAL AGREEMENTS: 
 
No provision of this chapter shall be construed as preventing any special agreement or 
arrangement between the city and any industrial concern whereby an industrial waste of 
unusual strength or character may be accepted by the city for treatment, subject to payment 
therefor by the industrial concern and subject to such terms and conditions as might be required 
by the city. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-2C-8: SWIMMING POOLS1: 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge the contents of a swimming pool into a sanitary 
sewer, without first giving to and receiving written permission from the city inspector. (Ord. 86-
32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-2C-9: WATER SOFTENING AND CONDITIONING EQUIPMENT: 
 
A. Disposal Of Water Softener Wastes From AllNonresidential Uses: No person shall allow, 

permit or cause any water conditioning or softening equipment of any type to discharge its 
wastes into the city sewage system, nor shall any such person deposit or cause to be 
deposited into the city sewage system the waste product of any water softening or 
conditioning equipment of any type. This water softener waste discharge prohibition applies 
to all land uses.  However, for all residential uses, this water softener waste discharge 
prohibitione foregoing sentence shall not apply to the wastes or waste product of any water 
softening or conditioning equipment that is used exclusively for residential uses become 
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effectivein accordance with the Health and Safety Code, article 1 of chapter 5 of part 12 of 
division 104, section 116775 et seq July 1, 2017. (Ord. 97-191, 11-10-1997) 
 

B. Inspection Of Equipment: Any person using, operating or maintaining water conditioning or 
softening equipment of any type within the boundaries of the city shall make such equipment 
accessible to the city inspector for inspection at such reasonable times as the city inspector 
may specify, and shall furnish such information concerning the operation and use of said 
equipment as the city inspector may reasonably request. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
Footnotes - Click any footnote link to go back to its reference. 

Footnote 1: See also title 10, chapter 8 of this code. 
 

ARTICLE D. PERMITS AND PERMIT FEES 
 
9-2D-1: PERMIT REQUIREMENTS: 
9-2D-2: OTHER PERMITS: 
9-2D-3: AGREEMENTS: 
9-2D-4: CLASSES OF PERMITS: 
9-2D-5: SPECIAL CONNECTION FEES: 
9-2D-6: FEES AND BONDS: 
9-2D-7: CONSTRUCTION PROCEDURES: 
9-2D-8: LIABILITY: 
 
9-2D-1: PERMIT REQUIREMENTS: 
 
A. Required: No unauthorized person shall uncover, make any connections with or opening into, 

use, alter or disturb any public sewer or appurtenance or perform any work on any sewer or 
drainage system without first obtaining a written permit from the city. 
 

B. Application: Any person entitled to apply for and receive a permit shall make such application 
on forms provided by the city for that purpose. TheyHe shall give a description of the 
character of the work proposed to be done and the location, ownership, occupancy and use 
of the premises in connection therewith. The city may require plans, specifications or 
drawings and such other information as may be deemed necessary. 
 
If the city determines that the plans, specifications, drawings, descriptions or information 
furnished by the applicant are in compliance with this code, it shall issue the permit applied 
for upon payment of the required fees as hereinafter fixed. 
 

C. Compliance: After approval of the application, evidenced by the issuance of a permit, no 
change shall be made in the location of the sewer, the grade, materials or other details from 
those described in the permit or as shown on the plans and specifications for which the 
permit was issued except with written permission from the city, or the city inspector or other 
authorized representatives. 
 

D. Time Limit: If work under a permit is not commenced within sixty (60) days from the date of 
its issuance or if after partial completion the work is discontinued for a period of ninety (90) 
days, the permit shall thereupon become void and no further work shall be done until a new 
permit shall have been secured. A new fee shall be paid upon the issuance of said new 
permit. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2D-2: OTHER PERMITS: 
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A. Outside Sewers: Permission shall not be granted to connect to the sewer system any lot or 
parcel of land outside the city unless a permit therefor is obtained. The applicant shall first 
enter into a contract in writing whereby they shall bind themselveshimself, theirhis heirs, 
successors and assigns to abide by this code in regard to the manner in which such sewer 
shall be used, the manner of connecting therewith and drainage in connection therewith and 
also shall agree to pay in advance all fees required for securing the permit and a monthly or 
annual fee in the amount set by the city for the privilege of using such sewer. The granting 
of such permission in any event shall be discretionary. 
 

B. Street Excavations1: A separate encroachment permit must be secured from the city, state, 

county or any other entity having jurisdiction by owners or contractors intending to excavate 
in a public street for the purpose of installing sewers or making sewer connections. (Ord. 86-
32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2D-3: AGREEMENTS: 
 
A. General: The applicant's signature on an application for any permit as set forth in section 9-

2D-4 of this article shall constitute an agreement to comply with all of the provisions, terms 
and requirements of this code, and with the plans and specifications they haves filed with 
theirhis application, if any, together with such corrections or modifications as may be made 
or permitted by the city, if any. Such agreement shall be binding upon the applicant and may 
be altered only by the city upon the written request for the alteration from the applicant. 
 

B. Special Outside Agreements: Where special conditions exist relating to an outside sewer, 
they shall be the subject of a special contract between the applicant and the city. (Ord. 86-
32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2D-4: CLASSES OF PERMITS: 
 
There shall be three (3) classes of permits, as follows: 
 
A. Single-family residential building sewer permit. 

 
B. Multi-family residential, commercial or industrial building sewer connection permit. 

 
C. Public sewer construction permit. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-2D-5: SPECIAL CONNECTION FEES: 
 
A. Property Owner To Pay Proportionate Share: 
1. In addition to all other charges established by this code, there shall be collected, prior to 

connection to the sanitary sewage system of the city, special connection charges for any 
real property that can be served by an existing sewer house service or lateral or sanitary 
sewerage facilityies of the city constructed by and at the expense of the city for which said 
real property did not pay its proportionate cost of installation. 

2. Said special connection charge shall be collected in a sum to be computed by the city as 
said real property's share of the cost of said installation. Said sum to be fixed by the city 
shall be fixed on the basis of the actual cost of the installation of said facilities, including all 
expenses incidental thereto and all engineering, legal, inspection, administration and other 
charges, and estimating the number of acres in the area to be served by said installation in 
order that a prorata share of said cost be fixed for each acre or portion thereof, within said 
area. 
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B. Determination Of Applicable Special Connection Fee: The city inspector shall determine, in 
theirhis judgment, the applicable special connection fee to be charged for a particular 
connection. The ruling of the city inspector shall be final unless appealed in writing to the 
city council within five (5) days of notification of the fee to be charged. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-
1986) 

 
9-2D-6: FEES AND BONDS: 
 
A. Fees: A connection charge, as fixed by section 9-2E-1 of this chapter shall be paid to the city 

by the person desiring connection to the city's sewer system. 
1. A fee of one hundred ninety sevenseventy five dollars ($19775.00) shall be paid to the city 

for issuing a permit to connect to a public sewer and inspecting each sewer installation. 
2. A fee of one hundred ninety sevenseventy five dollars ($19775.00) shall be paid for issuing 

a permit to install a lateral and connect to a public sewer. (Ord. 90-108, 2-26-1990) 
 

B. Bonds2: Contractors constructing laterals shall be bonded as required by this subsection. 
Prior to the issuance of a permit for public sewer construction the applicant shall furnish to 
the city a faithful performance bond or cash in the amount of the total estimated cost of the 
work, or other approved surety at the option of the city council, said bond to be secured by a 
surety or sureties satisfactory to the city. The cash deposit or faithful performance bond shall 
be conditioned upon the performance of the terms and conditions of the permit and shall 
guarantee the correction of faulty workmanship and the replacement of defective materials 
for a period of one year after the date of acceptance of the work. Cost of plans and 
engineering shall be the responsibility of the property owner. This subsection does not apply 
to contractors who have provided the undertaking required by subsection 9-2D-3B of this 
article. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986; amd. Ord. 90-108, 2-26-1990) 

 
9-2D-7: CONSTRUCTION PROCEDURES: 
 
A. Inspections: All sewer construction work shall be inspected and approved by the city 

inspector to ensure compliance with all requirements of the city. No sewer shall be covered 
at any point until it has been inspected and passed for acceptance. No sewer shall be 
connected to any public sewer until the work covered by the permit has been completed, 
inspected and approved by the city inspector. Upon approval, the city inspector shall issue a 
written statementcertificate of satisfactory completion. 

 
B. Notification: It shall be the duty of the person doing the work authorized by permit to notify the 

city inspector in writing that said work is ready for inspection. Such notification shall be given 
not less than twenty four (24) hours before the work is to be inspected. It shall be the duty of 
the person doing the work to make sure that the work will withstand the tests required by the 
city before giving the above notification. 

 
C. Condemned Work: When any work has been inspected and the work condemned and no 

written statementcertification of satisfactory completion given, a written notice to that effect 
shall be given instructing the owner of the premises, or the agent of such owner, to repair 
the sewer or other work authorized by the permit in accordance with this code. 

 
D. Costs Paid By Owner: All costs and expenses incident to the installation and connection of 

any sewer or other work for which a permit has been issued shall be borne by the owner. 
The owner shall indemnify the city from any loss or damage that may directly or indirectly be 
occasioned by the work. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2D-8: LIABILITY: 
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As a condition precedent to the issuance of any permit under this title, the applicant shall agree 
to hold the city harmless against all liability and defend the city against all claims, actions and 
litigation arising out of any work performed by applicant or by applicant's duly authorized 
representatives with respect to any permit issued under this title. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
Footnotes - Click any footnote link to go back to its reference. 

Footnote 1: See title 8, chapter 2, article A of this code. 
Footnote 2: See title 1, chapter 7 of this code. 
 

ARTICLE E.  SEWER RATES AND CHARGES 
 
9-2E-1: CONNECTION FEE FOR CITY WASTEWATER CONVEYANCE AND TREATMENT 
SYSTEM: 
9-2E-2: MONTHLY SEWAGE SERVICE CHARGES: 
9-2E-3: RELIEF IN SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES: 
9-2E-4: BILLING: 
9-2E-5: COLLECTION OF WATER AND SEWER CHARGES: 
9-2E-6: DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS: 
9-2E-7: DISCONNECTION FROM SERVICE: 
9-2E-8: PUBLIC NUISANCE: 
9-2E-9: ENFORCEMENT: 
 
9-2E-1: CONNECTION FEE FOR CITY WASTEWATER CONVEYANCE AND TREATMENT 
SYSTEM: 
 
A. Fee Established: In addition to all other charges of the city, there shall be charged and 

collected with respect to all connections to the city wastewater conveyance and treatment 
system, a wastewater connection and user fee. As used in this section, the term "city 
wastewater conveyance and treatment system" shall be synonymous with the term "city 
sewer system" and shall refer to all facilities maintained by the city for the purpose of 
transporting, treating and disposing of sewage and wastewater. 

 
B. Fee Calculation: The fee shall be determined in the following manner: 
1. There shall be allocated to each premises connected to the city wastewater conveyance and 

treatment system a fee as set by city council resolution based on the following water meter 
classes: 

 

  Equivalency Factor   

Meter Class (Diameter)   
Max. Continuous 

Flow (gpm)   Equivalency To Base Meter Size   
5/8" x 3/4"   10   1 .00   

3/4"   15   1 .50   

1"   25   2 .50   

11/2"   50   5 .00   

2"   80   8 .00   
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3"   160   16 .00   

4"   250   25 .00   

6"   500   50 .00   

 
2. Except as otherwise specifically provided herein, all wastewater connection and user fees 

imposed by this section shall be collected prior to connection of any lateral sewer to the city 
wastewater conveyance and treatment system. Except as otherwise herein provided, no 
such connection shall be made or maintained by any person without prior payment of all 
fees imposed by this section. 

3. In the case of residential dwelling units, hotels/motels and specific commercial enterprises, 
should any additional dwelling, hotels/motel, or commercial unit be constructed, placed into 
service or installed upon the premises served by the connection subsequent to the 
imposition of the wastewater connection and user fee, and should such unit not have been 
included in the determination of the applicable wastewater connection and user fee payable 
at the time of the initial connection to the city wastewater conveyance and treatment system, 
an additional connection and user fee shall be imposed and collected with respect to each 
such unit, the charge to be determined by the size of the water meter connection or 
equivalency. 
 
In the case of other commercial and noncommercial uses, should any additional plumbing 
fixture be constructed, placed into service or installed upon the premises served by the 
connection subsequent to the imposition of the wastewater connection and user fee, and 
should such fixture not have been included in the determination of the applicable 
wastewater connection and user fee payable at the time of initial connection to the city 
wastewater conveyance and treatment system, an additional connection and user fee shall 
be imposed and collected with respect to each such unit, the charge to be determined by the 
size of the water meter connection or equivalency. (Ord. 11-298, 12-12-2011) 

 
9-2E-2: MONTHLY SEWAGE SERVICE CHARGES: 
 
A. Service Inside City: In addition to all other charges imposed by the city, there shall be 

imposed and collected with respect to each premises connected to the city sewer system for 
sewage service furnished by the city a charge as established in subsection C of this section. 

 
B. Service Outside City: In addition to all other sewer charges, for sewage service provided by 

the city to property located outside of the legal boundaries of the city, there shall be imposed 
and collected a charge as established by city council resolution and shall be one hundred 
fifty percent (150%) of those charges established for service inside the city. 

 
C. Service Charges: As provided for in this section, a monthly sewer service charge shall be 

imposed on all premises connected to the city wastewater conveyance and treatment 
system. A flat rate shall apply to all residential users, but commercial users shall be charged 
on the basis of water consumption and wastewater strength. The wastewater strength 
factors used to determine commercial rates are based on the state water resource control 
board's revenue program guidelines. 

 

User Group   Strength Factor   User Class   

Single-family dwellings/condominium units   1 .0 Single-family   



Multiple unit dwellings per unit/mobile homes   1 .0 Multi-family   

Commercial:      

Department and retail store   1 .0 Domestic strength   

General   1 .0 Domestic strength   

Hospital and convalescent home   1 .0 Domestic strength   

Hotel/motel without dining   1 .0 Domestic strength   

Hotels with dining   2 .6 High strength   

Industrial laundry   2 .6 High strength   

Laundromat   1 .0 Domestic strength   

Markets with disposal   2 .6 High strength   

Professional office   1 .0 Domestic strength   

Repair shop and service station   1 .0 Domestic strength   

Restaurants and bakeries   2 .6 High strength   

Schools   1 .0 Domestic strength   

Wine tasting room/bar   1 .0 Domestic strength   

 
The base rate per dwelling unit shall be the minimum monthly charge for all users and shall 
be set by city council resolution. Commercial and industrial users shall be charged a 
quantity rate per one hundred (100) cubic feet of water consumption and shall be either 
domestic strength or high strength and shall be set by city council resolution. 
 

D. Cost Increases: It is hereby declared to be the policy of the city council to adjust the 
foregoing sewer service charges to reflect future increases in the cost of living and the cost 
of sewer treatment services furnished by the city. Consequently, sewer service charges shall 
automatically be increased by the inflation rate published in the "Consumers Price Index, 
U.S. Cities Average" not to exceed five percent (5%) annually through 2016. (Ord. 11-297, 
10-10-2011) 

 
9-2E-3: RELIEF IN SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES: 
 
A. On Application: The owner or occupant of any premises who, by reason of special 

circumstances, finds that the rates imposed by this article are unjust or inequitable as 
applied to theirhis premises, may make written application to the city council stating the 
circumstances and requesting a different basis of charges for sewer services to theirhis 
premises. If such application be approved, the city council may by resolution fix and 
establish fair and equitable rates for such premises to be effective as of the date of such 
application and continuing during the period of such special circumstances. 
 

B. On Own Motion: The city council may, on its own motion, find that by reason of special 
circumstances, the rates imposed by this article are unjust and inequitable as applied to 
particular premises and may, by resolution, fix and establish fair and equitable charges for 



such premises during the period of such special circumstances, or any part thereof. (Ord. 
86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2E-4: BILLING: 
 
A. Billing Period: The regular billing period will be monthly, and only one statement covering 

water and sewer service charges shall be rendered for each service account. 
 

B. Opening And Closing Statements: Opening and closing statements for less than the normal 
billing period shall be prorated. Closing statements may be estimated for the final period for 
purposes of expediency to permit the customer to pay the closing statement at the time 
service is discontinued. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 

C. Payment Of Statements: Statements for water and sewer service shall be rendered at the 
end of each billing period. Statements shall be payable upon presentation. If this statement 
is not paid on or before the twenty fifth day of the month following the month service is 
rendered it will be delinquent and a penalty will be charged, service may be discontinued, 
and a reconnection charge and penalties, if applicable, will be made and collected prior to 
renewing service following a discontinuance. (Ord. 04-232, 1-26-2004) 
 

D. Tax Bill Collection: In the event any charges for water or sewer service remain unpaid at the 
time specified for fixing the tax rate of the city, if the property is owned, controlled or in the 
possession of the same person who owned, controlled or was in possession of it during the 
time such charges were incurred, or if the only transfer made of the property since the date 
such charges were incurred have been transferred by gift, descent or devise, the amount 
due for such charges may be added to and become a part of the annual taxes levied against 
the land served by the city facilities. Such charges so added shall constitute a lien on said 
land. If the taxes are divided and made payable in two (2) installments, the unpaid charges 
may be added to and become a part of the first installment. The city council shall include in 
the statement of tax rate transmitted to the authorities the amount of such charges to be 
levied against the land served, and such charges shall be included in the tax bill. (Ord. 86-
32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2E-5: COLLECTION OF WATER AND SEWER CHARGES: 
 
All users of the sewer system shall be deemed to have contracted with the city for the services 
of such system, and shall be deemed to have agreed to comply with all provisions of this code. 
No payment of water charges shall be accepted without payment of the sewer service charges. 
Water service shall be discontinued to any premises for which the sewer service charges are in 
arrears. 
 
A. Premises Using Both Sewer And Water: When premises are served by the city water system, 

sewer service charges shall be collected together with and not separately from the charges 
for water services rendered by the city, and all charges shall be billed upon the same bill 
and collected as one item. If all or any part of the bill is not paid, the city may discontinue 
any and all services for which the bill was rendered. 

 
B. Premises Using Only Sewer: Where the user of the sewer system is not also a user of the 

city water system, the user shall be billed separately for sewer service charges. Sewer 
service to a user of the sewer system who shall fail to pay sewer charges for his premises 
before they become delinquent shall be disconnected. The city inspector shall estimate the 
cost of disconnection from and reconnection to the system, and such user shall deposit the 
cost as estimated of disconnection and reconnection before such user is reconnected to the 
system. In the event such arrearages are paid and the user is reconnected to the system, 



the city inspector shall refund any part of the deposit remaining after payment of all costs of 
disconnection and reconnection. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2E-6: DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS: 
 
A. Past Due; Penalty: All statements not paid on or before the twenty fifth day of the month 

following the month service is rendered not paid within twenty five (25) days of billing shall 
be delinquent and a penalty of ten percent (10%) of the bill or amount due plus interest at 
the rate of one percent (1%) per month shall accrue for the period of said nonpayment, and 
shall be collected as a part of the principal amount thereof. (Ord. 04-232, 1-26-2004) 

 
B. Suit Instituted: All unpaid rates and charges and penalties herein provided may be collected 

by suit. Defendant shall pay all costs of suit in any judgment rendered in favor of city. 
 
C. Violation: In addition to all other remedies provided by law, any person found to be in 

violation of any provision of this title, except section 9-2-8 of this chapter, shall be served by 
the city inspector or other authorized person with written notice stating the nature of the 
violation and providing a reasonable time limit for the satisfactory correction thereof. Said 
time limit shall not be less than two (2) nor more than tenseven (107) working days. The 
offender shall, within the period of time stated in such notice, permanently cease all 
violations set forth in the notice. 
 
Users of the sewer system shall be responsible for any and all acts of their agents or 
employees. Upon being notified by the city inspector of any defect arising in any sewer or of 
any violation of this code, the person or persons having charge of said work shall 
immediately correct the same. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2E-7: DISCONNECTION FROM SERVICE: 
 
As an alternative method of enforcing the provisions of this title, the city inspector shall have the 
power to disconnect the user of sewer system from the sewer mains of the city. Upon 
disconnection, the city inspector shall estimate the cost of disconnection from and reconnection 
to the system, and such user shall deposit the cost, as estimated, of disconnection and 
reconnection before such user is reconnected to the system. The city inspector shall refund any 
part of the deposit remaining after payment of all costs of disconnection and reconnection. (Ord. 
86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-2E-8: PUBLIC NUISANCE: 
 
A. Declared: Continued habitation of any building or continued operation of any commercial or 

industrial facility in violation of the provisions of this title or any other applicable rule or 
regulation of the city is hereby declared to be a public nuisance. The city may cause 
proceedings to be brought for the abatement of the occupancy of the building, or 
commercial or industrial facility during the period of such violation. 
 

B. Abatement: During any period or disconnection pursuant to section 9-2E-7 of this article, 
habitation of any premises by human beings shall constitute a public nuisance, whereupon 
the city shall cause proceedings to be brought for the abatement of the occupancy of said 
premises by human beings during the period of such disconnection. In such event, and as a 
condition of reconnection, there shall be paid to the city reasonable attorney fees and costs 
of suit arising in said action. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-2E-9: ENFORCEMENT: 
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A. Means Of Enforcement: The procedures set forth in subsection 9-2E-6C and sections 9-2E-
7 and 9-2E-8 of this article are established as a means of enforcement of the terms and 
conditions of this chapter and not as a penalty. 
 

B. Liability: Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall be liable to the city for 
any expense, loss or damage occasioned by such violation. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
 

Chapter 3 
WATER CODE 

 
9-3-1: DEFINITIONS: 
9-3-2: CITY WATER SYSTEM: 
9-3-3: WATER SYSTEM EQUIPMENT: 
9-3-4: NOTICES: 
9-3-5: VIOLATIONS; PENALTY: 
 
9-3-1: DEFINITIONS: 
 
COST: The cost of labor, material, transportation, supervision, engineering and all other 
necessary overhead expenses. 
 
CROSS-CONNECTION1: Any physical connection between the piping system from the city 

service and that of any other water supply that is not, or cannot be, approved as safe and 
potable for human consumption, whereby water from the unapproved source may be forced or 
drawn into the city distribution main. 
 
DISTRIBUTION MAINS: Water transmission lines (pipelines) in streets, highways, alleys and 
easements used for public and private fire protection for the general transmission and 
distribution of water. 
 
FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE, PRIVATE: Water service and facilities for building sprinkler 
systems, hydrants, hose reels and other facilities installed on private property for fire protection 
and the water available therefor. 
 
FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE, PUBLIC: The service and facilities of the entire water supply, 
storage and distribution system of the city, including the fire hydrants affixed thereto, and the 
water available for fire protection, excepting house service connections and appurtenances 
thereto. 
 
OWNER: The person owning fee title or the person in whose name the legal title to the property 
appears by deed duly recorded in the county recorder's office, or the person in possession of 
the property or buildings under claim of, or exercising acts of ownership over the property for 
himself or as executor, administrator, guardian or trustee for another. 
 
PREMISES: A lot or parcel of real property under one ownership, except that any separate 
structure under one roof shall be deemed separate premises. Apartment houses, motels, office 
buildings and structures of like nature may be classified as single premises. 
 
SERVICE OR SERVICE CONNECTION: The pipeline and appurtenant facilities such as the 
curb stop valve, meter and meter box, if any, used to extend water service from a distribution 
main to premises. Where services are divided at the curb or property line to serve several 
customers, each such branch service shall be deemed a separate service. 
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WATER SERVICE, REGULAR: Water service and facilities rendered for normal domestic, 
commercial, and industrial and irrigation purposes on a permanent basis, and the water 
available therefor. 
 
WATER SERVICE, TEMPORARY: Water service and facilities rendered for construction work 
and other uses of limited duration, and the water available therefor. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986)  
 
9-3-2: CITY WATER SYSTEM: 
 
A. Furnished By City: The city will furnish a system, plant, works and undertaking used for and 

useful in obtaining, supplying, conserving and distributing water for public and private uses, 
including all parts of said system, all appurtenances to it, and lands, easements, rights in 
land, water rights, contract rights, franchises and other water supply, storage, transmission 
and distribution facilities and equipment. 

 
B. Pressure Conditions: All applications for service connections or water service shall be 

required to accept such conditions of pressure and service as are provided by the 
distribution system at the location of the proposed service connection, and to hold the city 
harmless with respect to any damages arising out of low pressure or high pressure 
conditions, pressure surges, or outages and interruptions in service. 

 
C. Silt and Sand Conditions: To maintain proper functioning and operation of the water system, 

distribution mains must from time to time be flushed to remove sand and silt that may 
accumulate in the distribution mains from the city’s water supply sources such as wells. All 
applications for service connections or water service shall be required to accept such 
conditions of silt and sand that may from time to time enter the customer’s private plumbing. 

 
DC. Unusual Quantities: When an abnormally large quantity of water is desired for filling a 

swimming pool or for other purposes, arrangements must be made with the city prior to 
taking such water. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-3-3: WATER SYSTEM EQUIPMENT: 
 
A. Customer's Responsibility: 
1. The customer shall, at his own risk and expense, furnish, install and keep in good and safe 

condition all plumbing and equipment that may be required for receiving, controlling, 
applying and utilizing water, and the city shall not be responsible for any loss or damage 
caused by the improper installation of such plumbing and equipment, or the negligence or 
wrongful act of the customer or of any of his tenants, agents, employees, contractors, 
licensees or permittees in installing, maintaining, operating or interfering with such plumbing 
and equipment. 

2. The city shall not be responsible for damage to property caused by faucets, valves and 
other equipment that are open when water is turned on at the meter, either originally or 
when turned on after a temporary shutdown. 
 

B. Tampering With City Property: No one except an employee or representative of the city shall 
at any time in any manner operate the curb stopcocks or valves, main cocks, gates valves or 
system valves of the city water system, or interfere with meters or their connections, 
street/distribution mains or other parts of the water system. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-3-4: NOTICES: 
 



A. Notices To Customers: Notices from the city to a customer will normally be given in writing, 
and either delivered or mailed to themhim at theirhis last known address. Where conditions 
warrant, and in emergencies, the city may resort to notification either by telephone or 
messenger. 
 

B. Notices From Customers: Notices from the customers to the city may be given by themhim or 
theirhis authorized representative in writing: 1) at the principal offices of the city; 2) to the 
city inspector; or 3) to an officer or agent duly authorized by the city council to receive 
notices. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-3-5: VIOLATIONS; PENALTY: 
 
A. Discontinue Service; Renewal Fee: In addition to all other penalties and remedies provided 

by law, in the event of the failure of a customer to comply with all or any part of this chapter, 
and any provision fixing rates and charges relating to water service, such service shall be 
discontinued and water shall not be supplied to such customer until they shall have 
complied with the provision which they haves violated and paid any reconnection fee 
established by resolution or ordinance of the city council2. (Ord. 02-223, 11-12-2002) 

 
B. Rulings Final: All rulings of the city council shall be final. All rulings of the city inspector shall 

be final unless appealed in writing to the city council within five (5) days3. When appealed, 

the city council's ruling shall be final. 
 
C. Relief: 
1. On Application: When any person, by reason of special circumstances, is of the opinion that 

any provision of this chapter is unjust or inequitable as applied to theirhis premises, they 
may make written application to the city council stating the special circumstances, citing the 
provision complained of and requesting suspension or modification of that provision as 
applied to theirhis premises. If such application be approved, the city council may, by 
resolution, suspend or modify the provision complained of, as applied to such premises, to 
be effective as of the date of the application and continuing during the period of the special 
circumstances. 

2. On Own Motion: The city council may, on its own motion, find that by reason of special 
circumstances any provision of this title should be suspended or modified as applied to a 
particular premises and may, by resolution, order such suspension or modification for such 
premises during the period of such special circumstances, or any part thereof. (Ord. 86-32, 
4-3-1986) 

 
Footnotes - Click any footnote link to go back to its reference. 
Footnote 1: See chapter 4 of this title. 
Footnote 2: See section 9-3C-5 of this chapter. 
Footnote 3: See title 1, chapter 6 of this code. 
 

ARTICLE A.  INSTALLATIONS AND CONNECTIONS 
 
9-3A-1: APPLICATION FOR WATER SERVICES: 
9-3A-2: INSTALLATION OF SERVICES: 
9-3A-3: CHANGES IN CUSTOMER'S EQUIPMENT: 
9-3A-4: WATER SYSTEM CAPITAL FACILITIES CHARGES: 
9-3A-5: SPECIAL CONNECTION FEES: 
9-3A-6: WATER MAIN EXTENSIONS: 
9-3A-7: WATER SUPPLY IN SUBDIVISIONS: 
 
9-3A-1: APPLICATION FOR WATER SERVICES: 
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Applications for regular water services shall be made in such form as prescribed by the city. An 
application must be on file prior to water service being turned on and will signify the customer's 
willingness and intention to comply with the provisions of this code relating to regular water 
service, and to make payment for water service required. In the case of a tenant filing an 
application, an application will also be required of the property owner signifying his acceptance 
of responsibility to pay any tenant unpaid water and sewer charges on his property. 
 
No application will be accepted unless payment in full has been made for water service 
previously rendered to the applicant by the city. Water will not be turned on if outstanding 
charges remain for that property. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-3A-2: INSTALLATION OF SERVICES: 
 
Regular water service will be installed at the location and of the size desired by the applicant. A 
minimum water service size of one inch (1") diameter shall be required on any occupancy other 
than single-family dwellingsservice connection. Larger water service lines shall not be installed 
where determined necessary and/or appropriate without the prior written approval of  by the city 
of Solvang. Service installations will be made only to property abutting on public streets or 
abutting on such distribution mains as may be constructed in alleys or easements. Services 
installed in new subdivisions prior to the construction of streets or in advance of street 
improvement must be accepted by the applicant in the installed location. (Ord. 02-223, 11-12-
2002) 
 
9-3A-3: CHANGES IN CUSTOMER'S EQUIPMENT: 
 
Customers making any material change in the size, character or extent of the equipment or 
operations utilizing water service, or whose change in operations results in a large increase in 
the use of water, shall immediately give the city written notice of the nature of the change and, if 
necessary, amend their application to conform thereto and pay additional connection fees as 
determined by the city. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-3A-4: WATER SYSTEM CAPITAL FACILITIES CHARGES: 
 
In addition to all other charges imposed by the city, there shall be imposed and collected a 
water system capital facilities charge for each new connection made to the city water system. 
The amount of the charge shall be determined by resolution of the city council. The payment of 
the capital facilities charge provided for in this section shall be a condition precedent to 
connection to the city water system. (Ord. 90-114, 6-11-1990) 
 
9-3A-5: SPECIAL CONNECTION FEES: 
 
In addition to all other charges established by this code, there shall be collected, prior to 
connection to the water system of the city, special connection charges for any real property that 
can be served by an existing water main, existing house service or water facilities of the city 
constructed by and at the expense of the city for which said real property did not pay its 
proportionate cost of installation. 
 
Said special connection charge shall be collected in a sum to be computed by the city as said 
real property's share of the cost of installation. Said sum to be fixed by the city shall be fixed on 
the basis of the actual cost of the installation of said facilities, including all expenses incidental 
thereto and all engineering, legal, inspection, administration and other charges, and estimating 
the number of acres in the area to be served by said installation in order that a pro rata share of 
said cost may be fixed for each acre, or portion thereof, within said area. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 



 
9-3A-6: WATER MAIN EXTENSIONS: 
 
A. Main Extensions: The following rules are hereby established: 
1. Determination: Upon receipt of any application for water service or request for an application 

form, the city inspector shall determine whether in theirhis judgment a main extension is 
necessary to provide service. A main extension shall be installed in the manner provided in 
this chapter whenever, in the judgment of the city inspector and the city council, such main 
extension is necessary to provide regular water service to property described in such 
application or request. 

2. Application: Any owner of one or more lots or parcels or subdivider of a tract of land where, in 
the opinion of the city inspector, one or more main extensions are required, desiring regular 
water service to serve such property, shall make a written application therefor to the city, 
said application to contain the legal description of the property to be served and tract 
number thereof, any additional information which may be required by the city and be 
accompanied by a map showing the location of the proposed connections. 

3. Investigation: Upon receipt of the application, the city inspector shall make an investigation of 
the proposed extension and submit his opinion and the estimated cost thereof to the city 
council. 

4. Ruling: The city council shall thereupon consider such application and report and, after such 
consideration, reject, amend or approve the application. 

5. City Lines: All extensions thus provided for, in accordance with this code, shall be and remain 
the property of the city. 

6. Dead End Lines: No dead end lines shall be permitted, except as approved by the city 
inspector. 

7. Extent And Design: All main extensions shall extend to the far property line of developed 
property. If additional property is developed on the same lot after installation of a main 
extension, the main extension shall be extended to the far property line of the additionally 
developed property. All main extensions shall be subject to design approval by the city 
inspector and the city council.  In no case shall a distribution main diameter be less than 
eight (8) inches unless serving a cul-de-sac of less than one hundred fifty (150) feet in 
length, in which case the distribution main diameter shall not be less than six (6) inches. 

 
B. Approval: The applicant shawill provide all main extensions upon approval of application for 

services by the city council. 
 
C. Determination: If the application for service is approved, the city council shall determine the 

cost to the city of such extension including all engineering, inspection and other expenses 
attributable to the line. 

 
D. Advance Cost: When the city council so determines, the applicant shall advance the amount 

of such estimate, and the line shall thereupon be installed by the applicant. If the amount of 
the advance deposit exceeds the actual cost of engineering, legal, inspection and other 
charges attributable to the extension, the balance shall be refunded to the property owner. If 
the amount of the deposit is insufficient to pay all costs of engineering, legal, inspection and 
other charges attributable to the extension, the property owner shall pay all such costs to the 
city prior to the acceptance of the extension by the city. 

 
E. Service Connections: Service connections will be installed in accordance with applicable 

provisions of section 9-3A-2 of this article. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-3A-7: WATER SUPPLY IN SUBDIVISIONS1: 
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A. Application: A person desiring to provide a water system within a tract of land which he 
proposes to subdivide, shall make written application therefor. The application shall state the 
number of the tract, the name of the subdivision and its location. It shall be accompanied by 
a copy of the tentative map, and of the plans, profiles and specifications for the street work 
and sanitary and storm sewer work therein. 
 

B. Investigation: Upon receiving the application, the city inspector shall make an investigation 
and survey of the proposed subdivision and shall report his findings to the city council, 
including a recommendation as to the facilities required and the estimated cost of the 
proposed water system therefor. To assist the city inspector in making said investigation and 
report, the city council may engage the services of a consulting engineer. The size, type and 
quality of materials shall be in accordance with the city's water distribution system standards 
and specifications in effect at the time of application. 
 

C. Specifications And Construction: Location of the lines shall be specified by the city and the 
actual construction will be done at the expense of and by the subdivider and supervised and 
inspected by the city inspector. Plans and engineering costs will be the responsibility of the 
property owner. Fire hydrants shall be located at locations designated by the city along the 
distribution main. 
 

D. Property Of City: All facilities shall be the property of the city and shall be conveyed to the 
city by a property instrument in writing at the time the facilities are completed and accepted 
by the city. 
 

E. Service Connections: The subdivider shall, at his cost, provide and install the service 
connection to each house or proposed house in the tract, including the pipeline, curb stop 
valve and meter box, but not including the meter. No deposit will be required. 
 

F. Costs And Expenses: All costs and expenses incurred by the city under this chapter, 
including the cost of investigation, inspection, legal and consulting engineer's services, shall 
be paid to the city by the subdivider prior to final approval and acceptance of the facilities by 
the city. 
 

G. Further Requirements: In granting an application, the city council may make whatever further 
requirements as may appear to it to be necessary. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
Footnotes - Click any footnote link to go back to its reference. 

Footnote 1: See title 12 of this code. 
 

ARTICLE B. WATER USE REGULATIONS 
 
9-3B-1: WATER SUPPLY TO PREMISES: 
9-3B-2: WATER WASTE: 
9-3B-3: EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES: 
9-3B-4: CROSS-CONNECTIONS: 
9-3B-5: SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES: 
9-3B-6: PRESSURE FACILITIES: 
9-3B-7: BACKFLOW PROTECTION: 
9-3B-8: DEFECTIVE EQUIPMENT; SERVICE DISCONTINUED: 
9-3B-9: INGRESS AND EGRESS: 
9-3B-10: TEMPORARY SERVICE: 
 
9-3B-1: WATER SUPPLY TO PREMISES: 
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A. Number Of Services Per Premises: The applicant may apply for as many services as may be 
reasonably required for his premises provided that the pipeline system from each service be 
independent of the others and that they not be interconnected. The cost of all services shall 
be borne by the applicant. 

 
B. Supply To Separate Structures: Each structure which fronts on a public street or private road 

shall have a separate service connection or manifolded service connection, including aand 
separate meter. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this section and for 
purposes of this section, each individual condominium unit in a residential, commercial or 
industrial condominium development shall be deemed to be a separate structure requiring a 
separate service connection and separate meter. 

1. Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, and subject to all other 
applicable provision of law, common fire protection systems in condominium developments 
shall be served by a separate service. 

2. Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, all water furnished for use within 
the interior portion of commercial or industrial structures shall be metered separately from 
water furnished for use on the exterior portions of such premises. 

3. Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, water furnished to any 
swimming pool located on property devoted to commercial or industrial use shall be deemed 
to be furnished for interior use if such pool is designed so that water therefrom is wholly or 
partially drained or discharged into the city sewage system1. 

 
The provisions of this section dealing with interior or exterior metering shall apply to all new 
commercial, industrial or hotel/motel construction. The provisions of this section shall also apply 
toIn addition any commercial or industrial structure in existence on the effective date of this title 
the interior area of which is increased by twenty five percent (25%) or more, and any hotel/motel 
increasing by twenty five percent (25%) or more the number of hotel/motel units. (Ord. 86-32, 4-
3-1986) 
 
9-3B-2: WATER WASTE2: 
 
No customer shall knowingly permit leaks or waste of water. Where water is wastefully or 
negligently used on a customer's premises, seriously affecting the general service, the city may 
discontinue the service if such conditions are not corrected within five (5) days after giving the 
customer written notice. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-3B-3: EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES: 
 
A. Responsibility For Equipment On Customer's Premises: All facilities installed by the city on 

private property for the purpose of rendering water service shall remain the property of the 
city and may be maintained, repaired or replaced by the city without consent or interference 
of the owner or occupant of the property. The property owner shall use reasonable care in 
the protection of the facilities. No payment shall be made for placing or maintaining said 
facilities on private property. No persons shall place or permit the placement of any object in 
a manner which will interfere with the free access to a meter box or will interfere with the 
reading of a meter. 

 
B. Damage To Water System Facilities: The customer shall be liable for any damage to the city-

owned customer water service facilities when such damage is from causes originating on 
the premises by an act of the customer or his tenants, agents, employees, contractors, 
licensees or permittees, including the breaking or destruction of locks by the customer or 
others on or near a meter, and any damage to a meter that may result from hot water or 
steam from a boiler or heater on the customer's premises. The city shall be reimbursed by 
the customer for any such damage promptly on presentation of a statement therefor. 
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C. Ground Wire Attachments: No one shall attach any ground wire or wires to any plumbing 

which is or may be connected to a service connection or main belonging to the city. The city 
will hold the customer liable for any damage to its property occasioned by such ground wire 
attachments. 

 
D. Control Valve On Customer's Premises: The customer shall provide a valve on his side of the 

service installation as close as is practicable to the meter location, street, highway, alley or 
easement in which the water main serving the customer's property is located, to control the 
flow of water to the piping on his premises. The customer shall not use the service curb stop 
valve to turn water on and off for his convenience. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-3B-4: CROSS-CONNECTIONS3: 
 
The customer shall comply with all regulations governing the separation of dual water systems 
or installations of backflow preventionotective devices to protect the public water supply from 
the danger of cross-connections. Backflow preventionotective devices must be installed as near 
the meter box and public right-of-wayservice as possible and shall be open to test and 
inspection by the city. Plans for installation of backflow preventionotective devices must be 
approved by the city cross-connection inspector prior to installation. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-3B-5: SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES: 
 
In special circumstances, when the customer is engaged in the handling of especially 
dangerous or corrosive liquids or industrial or process waters, the city may require the customer 
to eliminate certain plumbing or piping connections as an additional precaution and as 
protection of the backflow preventive devices. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-3B-6: PRESSURE FACILITIES: 
 
A. Pressure Regulators: Customers shall accept water pressure furnished by the city and are 

responsible to control such pressure if considered excessive. The customer shall provide a 
pressure regulator at a point prior to piping entering a structure, if deemed necessary to 
safeguard structure piping and appliances. Pressure regulators are recommended in all 
instances where pressure exceeds sixty (60) psi. 

 
B. Pressure Relief Valve: As a protection to the customer's plumbing system, a suitable 

pressure relief valve must be installed and maintained by the customerhim, at theirhis 
expense.,  Wwhen check valves or other protective devices are used,. tThe relief valve shall 
be installed between the check valves and the water heater. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-3B-7: BACKFLOW PREVENTIONOTECTION: 
 
A. Whenever backflow preventionotection has been found necessary on a water supply line 

entering a customer's premises, then any and all water supply lines from the city's mains 
entering such premises, buildings or structures shall be protected by an approved backflow 
prevention device, regardless of the use of the additional water supply lines. Cost of 
installation shall be borne by the customer.  Backflow prevention devices shall be installed 
where required by state and federal law, and as determined necessary by the city inspector 
to protect the public health and safety. 
 

B. Approved backflow preventionotection devices must be inspected and tested 
annuallyperiodically for proper operation and water tightness by a certified technician. The 
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devices shall be serviced, overhauled or replaced whenever they are found defective and all 
cost of repair and maintenance shall be borne by the customer. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-3B-8: DEFECTIVE EQUIPMENT; SERVICE DISCONTINUED: 
 
The service of water to any premises may be immediately discontinued by the city if any defect 
is found in the backflow prevention devicecheck valve installation, or other protective devices or 
if it is found that a dangerous unprotected cross-connections exists. Service will not be restored 
until such defects are corrected and the city water system is protected. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-3B-9: INGRESS AND EGRESS: 
 
The city and its duly authorized representatives shall have the right of ingress and egress to the 
customer's premises at reasonable hours for any purpose reasonably connected with the 
furnishing of water service. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 
9-3B-10: TEMPORARY SERVICE: 
 
A. Duration Of Service: Temporary service connections shall be disconnected and terminated 

within six (6) months after installation unless an extension of time is granted in writing by the 
city. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 

B. Deposit And Rates: The applicant shall deposit, in advance, an amount equal to one hundred 
dollars ($100.00) for each inch or fraction thereof of temporary service desired. Upon 
discontinuance of service, the actual cost of installing and removing the facilities required to 
furnish said service, exclusive of the cost of salvageable material, shall be determined and 
an adjustment made as an additional charge, refund or credit. The applicant shall pay the 
estimated cost of service in advance or shall be otherwise required to establish credit. 
 
If service is supplied through a fire hydrant, the applicant will be charged in accordance with 
the following rate schedule: 

 

Flat charge per connection, for 
both installation and removal of  
service facilities, including meter   

$10065 .00   

(Ord. 90-108, 2-26-1990) 
 

C. Installation And Operation: All facilities for temporary service to the customer connection 
shall be made by the city and shall be operated in accordance with its instructions. 
 

D. Responsibility For Meters And Installation: The customer shall use all possible care to 
prevent damage to the meter or to any other loaned facilities of the city which are involved in 
furnishing the temporary service from the time of installation until removal by the city, or until 
forty eight (48) hours' notice in writing has been given to the city that the installation is no 
longer required. If the meter or other facilities are damaged, the cost of making repairs shall 
be paid by the customer. 
 

E. Temporary Service From Fire Hydrant: If temporary service is supplied through a fire hydrant, 
a permit for the use of the hydrant shall be obtained from the city. It is specifically prohibited 
to operate the valve of any fire hydrant other than by the use of a spanner wrench designed 
for this purpose. 
 



F. Unauthorized Use Of Hydrant: Tampering with any fire hydrant for the unauthorized use of 
water therefrom, or for any other purpose, is a misdemeanor punishable by law4. (Ord. 86-
32, 4-3-1986) 

 
Footnotes - Click any footnote link to go back to its reference. 

Footnote 1: See title 10, chapter 8 of this code. 
Footnote 2: See also article D of this chapter. 
Footnote 3: See chapter 4 of this title. 
Footnote 4: See title 1, chapter 3 of this code. 

 

ARTICLE C.  WATER RATES AND CHARGES 
 
9-3C-1: METERS: 
9-3C-2: METER INSTALLATION CHARGES: 
9-3C-3: WATER RATES: 
9-3C-4: BILLING: 
9-3C-5: DISCONTINUING SERVICE: 
9-3C-6: COLLECTION AND ENFORCEMENT: 
 
9-3C-1: METERS: 
 
A. Installation: 
1. All services shall be metered. A sum of money as set forth in the rate schedule shall be 

deposited with the city prior to installation of the meter facilities to pay all of the cost of said 
installation when said installation is made at the request of the customer. The service 
connection, whether located on public or private property, is the property of the city unless 
specifically otherwise provided, and the city reserves the right to repair, replace and 
maintain it, as well as to remove it, upon discontinuance of service. 

2. Meters will be installed at the curb or within the public right-of-way or easement, and shall 
be owned by the city and installed and removed at its expense after payment of the charges 
established therefor. No rent or other charge will be paid by the city for a meter or other 
facilities, including housing and connections, located on a customer's premises. All meters 
will be sealed by the city at the time of installation, and no seal shall be altered or broken 
except as otherwise permitted by the city. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 

B. Change In Location: No meter may be moved without the prior written approval of the city of 
Solvang. Meters moved for the convenience of the customer will be relocated at the 
customer's expense. Meters moved to protect the city's property will be moved at its 
expense. If the lateral distance which the customer desires to have the meter moved 
exceeds eight feet (8'), the customerhe will be required to pay for and install a new service 
connected directly to the main in a straight line at the desired location. (Ord. 02-223, 11-12-
2002) 
 

C. Meter Reading: Meters will be read as nearly as possible on the same day monthly, with 
billing periods containing approximately thirty (30) days. 
 

D. Meter Tests; Errors: 
1. Tests; Deposit: All meters will be factory tested prior to installation and no meter will be 

installed which registers more than two percent (2%) fast. If a customer desires to have the 
meter serving his premises tested, the customer shall first deposit with the city a forty 
sixtwenty five dollar ($4625.00) test fee. Should the meter register more than two percent 
(2%) fast, the fee will be refunded; but should the meter register less than two percent (2%) 
fast, the test fee will be retained by the city. 

2. Adjustment For Meter Errors: 
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a. Fast Meters: If a meter tested at the request of a customer pursuant to subsection D1 of this 
section is found to be more than two percent (2%) fast, the excess charges for the time 
service was rendered to the customer requesting the test or for a period of six (6) months, 
whichever shall be less, shall be refunded to the customer. 

b. Slow Meters: If a meter tested at the request of a customer pursuant to subsection D1 of this 
section is found to be more than twenty five percent (25%) slow in the case of domestic 
service, or more than five percent (5%) slow for other than domestic service, the city may bill 
the customer for the amount of the undercharge based upon corrected meter readings for 
the period, not exceeding six (6) months, that the meter was in use. 

3. Nonregistering Meters: If a meter is found to be not registering, the charges for service shall 
be at the minimum monthly rate or based on the estimated consumption, whichever is 
greater. Such estimates shall be made from previous consumption for a comparable period 
or by such other method as determined by the city inspector whose decision shall be final. 
(Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-3C-2: METER INSTALLATION CHARGES: 
 
A sum of money as set forth in the rate schedule, in effect at the time of application, shall be 
deposited with the city prior to installation of the meter facilities to pay all of the cost of said 
installation. (Ord. 05-254, 12-12-2005) 
 
9-3C-3: WATER RATES: 
 
A. Schedule Of Fees: 
1. Metered domestic and commercial water service rates shall be established by city council 

resolution. Monthly fixed charges shall be based on the size of the metered connection and 
its rated flow as follows: 

a. Meter Size And Rated Flow: 
 

Meter Size  (Diameter) 
Rated 

Flow (gpm)1   
Ratio To 

5/8" x 3/4" Meter   
5/8" x 3/4"   20 1 .0 

3/4"   30 1 .5 

1"   50 2 .5 

11/2"   100 5 .0 

2"   160 8 .0 

3"   320 16 .0 

4"   450 22 .5 

6"   1,000 50 .0 

8"   1,600 80 .0 

 
Notes: 
1. Gallons per minute. 
 
(Ord. 11-297, 10-10-2011) 



b. Quantity Charge: In addition to the monthly base rate charge, a monthly quantity charge 
shall be applied to each user. The charge shall be set by city council resolution. Outside 
users will be charged one hundred fifty percent (150%) of quantity charges for inside city 
users. (Ord. 11-297, 10-10-2011; amd. Ord. 11-298, 12-12-2011) 

c. Water System Capital Facilities Charge: The charges shall be established by city council 
resolution and shall be based on the following meter classes: 

 

  Equivalency Factor   

Meter Class (Diameter) 
  

Max. 
Continuous 
Flow (gpm)   

Equivalency To Base Meter 
Size   

5/8" x 3/4"   10 1 .00 

3/4"   15 1 .50 

1"   25 2 .50 

11/2"   50 5 .00 

2"   80 8 .00 

3"   160 16 .00 

4"   250 25 .00 

6"   500 50 .00 

 
Should any previously connected structure be converted to a property use which demands a 
larger water meter than that property use which was in existence at the time of its 
connection to the water system, there shall be imposed at the time of such conversion the 
charges equal to those established by city council resolution for that revised meter class. 
(Ord. 11-298, 12-12-2011) 
 

B. Private Fire Protection System Standby Charges: In addition to all other charges imposed by 
the city, there shall be imposed and collected with respect to each private fire protection 
service connection, a monthly standby charge per inch of service as set by city council 
resolution. 
 

C. Temporary Water Service And Bulk Water Sales Rates: 
1. There shall be imposed and collected with respect to each temporary water service, the 

following, the amounts of which will be set by city council resolution: a) Basic charge per 
connection, for installation and removal of service facilities, including meter; b) Each 
additional move of facilities to another location; and c) Metered water consumption, per 100 
cubic feet of water consumed, the amounts of which will be set by city council resolution. 

2. There shall be imposed and collected bulk water sales charges for the following, the 
amounts of which will be set by city council resolution: a)Tankers up to 2,500 gallons; and b)  
Tankers in excess of 2,500 gallons, per each 2,500 gallons of capacity or fraction thereof. 
the amounts of which will be set by city council resolution. (Ord. 11-297, 10-10-2011) 

 
9-3C-4: BILLING: 
 



A. Billing Period: The regular billing period will be monthly, and only one statement covering 
water and sewer service charges shall be rendered for each account. 
 

B. Opening And Closing Statements: Opening and closing statements for less than the normal 
billing period shall be prorated. If the total period for which service is rendered is less than 
one month, the bill shall not be less than the monthly base charge plus whatever usage has 
been metered for that location. For purposes of expediency, closing bills may be estimated 
for the final period to permit the customer to pay the closing bill at the time service is 
discontinued. (Ord. 02-223, 11-12-2002) 

 
C. Payment Of Bills: Statements for service shall be rendered at the end of each billing period. 

Statements shall be payable upon presentation. On each statement rendered by the city 
shall be printed the following: 
 
If this statement is not paid on or before the twenty fifth day of the month following the 
month service rendered, service may be discontinued. A reconnection charge and penalties 
will be made and collected prior to renewing service following discontinuance. 
 
(Ord. 03-229, 10-13-2003; amd. Ord. 04-232, 1-26-2004) 
 

D. Billing Of Separate Meters Not Combined: Separate bills will be rendered for each service 
connection or meter installation except where the city has, for its own convenience, installed 
two (2) or more meters in place of one meter. Where such installations are made, the meter 
readings will be combined for billing purposes. 
 

E. Tax Bill Collection: In case any such charges remain unpaid at the time specified for fixing 
the tax rate of the city, if the property is owned, controlled or in the possession of the same 
person who owned, controlled or was in possession of it during the time such charges were 
incurred, or if the only transfers made of the property since the date such charges were 
incurred have been transfers by gifts, descent, or devise, the amount due for such charges 
may be added to and become a part of the annual taxes levied against the land served by 
the city facilities. Such charges so added constitute a lien on said land. If the taxes are 
divided and made payable in two (2) installments, the unpaid charges may be added to and 
become a part of the first installment. The city council shall include in the statement of tax 
rate transmitted to the tax authorities the amount of such charges to be levied against the 
land served, which amount shall be included in the tax bill. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-3C-5: DISCONTINUING SERVICE: 
 
A. Disconnection For Nonpayment: Service may be discontinued for nonpayment of statements 

on or after the twenty fifth day of the month following the month during which the statement 
was sent. At least five (5) days prior to such discontinuance, the customer will be sent a final 
notice informing him that discontinuance will be enforced if payment is not made within the 
time specified in said notice. The failure of the city to send or any such person to receive 
said notice shall not affect the city's power hereunder. A customer's water service may be 
discontinued if water service furnished at a previous location is not paid for within the time 
herein fixed for the payment of statements. If a customer receives water service at more 
than one location and the bill for service at any one location is not paid within the time 
provided for payment, water service at all locations may be turned off. Domestic service, 
however, will not be turned off for nonpayment of statements for other classes of service. 
(Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986; amd. Ord. 04-232, 1-26-2004) 
 

B. DisconnectionReconnection Charge: A disconnectionreconnection charge of forty sixtwenty 
five dollars ($4625.00) plus applicable penalties shall be imposed and collected prior to 



renewal of water service following discontinuance of service for nonpayment of city fees and 
charges. The disconnection charge shall be assessed as soon as city personnel leave the 
city offices to initiate a disconnection of service. A charge, in the amount to be determined 
by resolution of the city council, shall be imposed for checks returned by the bank for any 
reason; however, an additional forty sixtwenty five dollar ($4625.00) 
disconnectionreconnection charge will be imposed for returned checks given to avoid 
discontinuance of service, with service again discontinued pending payment of all 
outstanding charges. Following payment of all fees and charges, rReconnection will 
normally take place on the next business weekday reasonably possible for city staff. Any 
customer desiring reconnection outside of normal business hours (8AM to 4PM M-F except 
holidays)on a weekend day or holiday may receive the reconnection on such day, subject to 
the discretion of the city and subject to paying double the disconnectionreconnection fee 
then in effect. Disconnection charges and relatedReconnection fees shall be paid in the form 
of cash or its equivalent. (Ord. 02-223, 11-12-2002) 

C. Prohibited Acts And Conditions: Water services may be refused or discontinued to any 
premises for the following acts or conditions: 

1. Unsafe Apparatus: Where apparatus or appliances are in use which might endanger or 
disturb the service to other customers. 

2. Cross Connections: Where there exists a cross connection in violation of state or federal 
laws, and/or where backflow prevention is determined necessary by the city inspector to 
protect the public health and safety. 

3. Fraud Or Abuse: To protect the city against fraud or abuse. 
4. Noncompliance With Regulations: For noncompliance with this code or any other regulation 

related to the water service. 
 

D. Vacation Of Premises: Customers desiring to discontinue service should so notify the city two 
(2) working days prior to vacating the premises. Unless discontinuance of service is ordered, 
the customer shall be liable for charges whether or not any water is used. 
 

E. Short Term Disconnection: Upon notification to the city, short term disconnections will be 
made where the time involved comprises multiples of the minimum billing period. (Ord. 86-
32, 4-3-1986) 

 
9-3C-6: COLLECTION AND ENFORCEMENT: 
 
All users of the water system shall be deemed to have contracted with the city for the services 
of such system and to have agreed to comply with all the regulations of the city in regard 
thereto. No payment of water charges shall be accepted without payment of the sewer service 
charges. The city shall discontinue water service to any premises for which the sewer service 
charges are in arrears. 
 
A. Service To Premises: 
1. Using Both Sewer And Water: When premises are served by the city water system, sewer 

service charges shall be collected together with and not separately from the charges for 
water services rendered by the city, and all charges shall be billed upon the same bill and 
collected as one item. If all or any part of the bill is not paid, the city may discontinue any 
and all services for which the bill was rendered. 

2. Using Only Sewer: Where the user of the sewer system is not a user of the city water 
system, they shall be billed separately for sewer service charges. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 
 

B. Penalty On Delinquency: All bills not paid on or before the twenty fifth day of the month 
following the month service is rendered not paid within twenty five (25) days of billing shall 
be delinquent and a penalty of ten percent (10%) of the bill or amount due plus interest at 
one percent (1%) per month shall accrue for the period of said nonpayment and may be 



collected as a part of the principal amount thereof. All unpaid rates and charges and 
penalties herein provided may be collected by suit. Defendant shall pay all costs of suit, 
including attorney fees, in any judgment rendered in favor of the city. (Ord. 03-229, 10-13-
2003; amd. Ord. 04-232, 1-26-2004) 
 

C. Nuisance During Disconnection: During the period of such disconnection, habitation of such 
premises by human beings shall constitute a public nuisance, whereupon the city council 
shall cause proceedings to be brought for the abatement of the occupancy of said premises 
by human beings during the period of such disconnection. In such event, and as a condition 
of reconnection, there is to be paid to the city a reasonable attorney fee and costs of suit 
arising in said action. 
 

D. Enforcement: The procedure for disconnecting delinquent premises, as set out in section 9-
3C-5 of this article, is established as a means of enforcement of collection of said charges, 
and not as a penalty. (Ord. 86-32, 4-3-1986) 

 

Chapter 4 
CROSS-CONNECTION PROGRAM 

 
9-4-1: PURPOSE: 
9-4-2: RESPONSIBILITY AND ADMINISTRATION: 
9-4-3: DEFINITIONS: 
9-4-4: CROSS-CONNECTION PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS: 
9-4-5: BACKFLOW PREVENTION ASSEMBLIES: 
9-4-6: BACKFLOW PREVENTION ASSEMBLY TESTING: 
9-4-7: WATER SERVICE TERMINATION: 
9-4-8: HEARING: 
 
9-4-1: PURPOSE: 
 
This chapter is adopted pursuant to the Administrative Code, title 17 section 7583-7605, Public 
Health entitled "Regulations Relating to Cross-Connections", and the purpose of this chapter is: 
a) to protect the public water supply against actual or potential cross-connection by isolating 
within the premises contamination that may occur because of some undiscovered or 
unauthorized cross-connection on the premises; b) to eliminate existing connections between 
drinking water systems and other sources of water that are not approved as safe and potable for 
human consumption; c) to eliminate cross-connections between drinking water systems and 
sources of contamination; and d) to prevent the making of cross-connections in the future. This 
shall be accomplished by the establishment of a cross-connection control program as required 
by state regulations. (Ord. 95-165, 11-13-1995) 
 
9-4-2: RESPONSIBILITY AND ADMINISTRATION: 
 
The city manager or his designee shall be responsible for implementing, enforcing and 
administering the cross-connection control program. An appropriate backflow prevention 
assembly shall be installed by and at the expense of the property owner, or water user at each 
user connection where required to prevent backflow from the water user's premises to the 
domestic water system. It shall be the user's responsibility to comply with city requirements. 
(Ord. 95-165, 11-13-1995) 
 
9-4-3: DEFINITIONS: 
 
As used in this chapter: 
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AWWA STANDARD: Refers to an official standard developed and approved by the American 
Water Works Association (AWWA). 
 
AIR-GAP SEPARATION: Refers to a physical separation between the free flowing discharge 
end of a potable water supply pipeline and an open or nonpressure receiving vessel. An 
"approved air gap" shall be at least double the diameter of the supply pipe measured vertically 
above the overflow rim of the vessel in no case less than one inch (1"). 
 
APPROVED BACKFLOW PREVENTION ASSEMBLY: Assemblies which have passed 
laboratory and field evaluation tests performed by a recognized testing organization which has 
demonstrated its competency to perform such tests to the California department of health 
services. 
 
APPROVED WATER SUPPLY: Refers to any water supply whose potability is regulated by a 
state or local health agency. 
 
AUXILIARY SUPPLY: Any water supply on or available to the premises other than the approved 
water supply. 
 
BACKFLOW: A flow condition, caused by a differential in pressure, that causes the flow of water 
or other liquids, gases, mixtures or substances into the distributing pipes of a potable supply of 
water from any source or sources other than an approved water supply source. Back siphonage 
is one cause of backflow, back pressure is the other cause. 
 
CONTAMINATION: Refers to a degradation of the quality of the potable water by any foreign 
substance which interferes with the usefulness or quality of the water. 
 
CROSS-CONNECTION: Any unprotected actual or potential connection between potable water 
system used to supply water for drinking purposes and any source or systems containing 
unapproved water or a substance that is not or cannot be approved safe, wholesome and 
potable. Bypass arrangements, jumper connections, removable sections, swivel or changeover 
devices or other devices through which backflow could occur, shall be considered to be cross-
connections. 
 
DOUBLE CHECK VALVE ASSEMBLY: Refers to an assembly composed of two (2) 
independently acting, approved check valves, including tightly closing resilient seated shutoff 
valves attached at each end of the assembly and fitted with properly located resilient seated test 
cocks. 
 
HEALTH AGENCY: The California department of health services, or the local health agency 
with respect to a small water system. 
 
PREMISES: Refers to any and all areas on a customer's property which is served or has the 
potential to be served by the public water system. 
 
PRESSURE VACUUM BREAKER: Refers to an assembly containing an independently 
operating internally loaded check valve and an independently loaded air inlet valve located on 
the discharge side of the check valve. The assembly is to be equipped with properly located 
resilient seated test cocks and tightly closing resilient seated shut off valves attached at each 
end of the assembly. 
 
PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM: A system for the provision of piped water to the public for 
human consumption. 



 
RECLAIMED/RECYCLED WATER: Refers to wastewater which, as a result of treatment, is 
suitable for uses other than potable use. 
 
REDUCED PRESSURE PRINCIPLE BACKFLOW PREVENTION ASSEMBLY: Refers to an 
assembly containing two (2) independently acting approved check valves together with a 
hydraulically operating, mechanically independent pressure differential relief valve located 
between the check valves and at the same time below the first check valve. The unit shall 
include properly located resilient seated test cocks and tightly closing resilient seated shutoff 
valves at each end of the assembly. 
 
SERVICE CONNECTION: Refers to the point of connection of user's piping to the water 
supplier's facilities (water meter). 
 
WATER USER: Refers to any person obtaining water from an approved water supply system. 
(Ord. 95-165, 11-13-1995)  
 
9-4-4: CROSS-CONNECTION PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS: 
 
It is unlawful for any person at any time to make or maintain or cause to be made or maintained, 
temporarily or permanently, for any period of time whatsoever, any cross-connection between 
plumbing pipes or water fixtures being served with water by the city any other source of water 
supply, or to maintain any sanitary fixture or other appurtenances or fixtures which by reason of 
their construction may cause or allow backflow of water, auxiliary supply or other substances 
into the water supply system of the city and/or the service pipes or fixtures of any consumer of 
the city. 
 
A. The type of protection that shall be provided to prevent backflow into the approved water 

supply system shall be commensurate with the degree of hazard, actual or potential, that 
exists on the water user's premises. 

 
B. Unprotected cross-connections with the public water supply system are prohibited. 
 
C. Whenever backflow protection has been found necessary, the city will require the water user 

to install an approved backflow prevention assembly by and at his expense for continued 
water services or before a new service will be granted. 

 
D. Wherever backflow protection has been found necessary on an approved water supply line 

entering a water user's premises, then any and all water supply lines from the city mains 
entering such premises, buildings or structures shall be protected by an approved backflow 
prevention assembly. The type of backflow prevention assembly to be installed will be in 
accordance with the requirements of this chapter. 

 
E. Each service connection from the city water system for supplying water to any premises on 

which any substance is handled in such fashion as may allow its entry into the water system 
shall be protected against backflow of the water from the premises into the public system. 
This shall include the handling of process waters and waters originating from the city which 
have been subjected to deterioration in sanitary quality. 

 
F. Backflow prevention assemblies shall be installed as close as practical to the meter box and 

public right-of-wayservice connection to any premises having: 1) internal cross-connections 
that cannot be permanently corrected and controlled to the satisfaction of the health agency 
and the city; or 2) intricate plumbing and piping arrangements or where accessible for 
inspection purposes, making it impracticable or impossible to ascertain whether or not cross-



connections exist; or 3) use of reclaimed/recycled water.  Backflow prevention assemblies 
shall also be installed as close as practical to the meter box and public right-of-way for all 
commercial, industrial, and irrigation water service connections. 

 
G. Backflow prevention assemblies used for internal protection in lieu of service protection shall 

be approved by the city. All approved assemblies shall have successfully passed laboratory 
and field evaluation tests performed by a recognized testing organization which has 
demonstrated their competency to perform such tests to the California department of health 
services. 

 
H. The city shall be notified of changes of or additions to the internal plumbing of the premises, 

to include the addition or replacement of any water using equipment prior to issuance of a 
land use permit by the city. 

 
I. All internal backflow prevention assemblies shall be tested and maintained in accordance with 

this chapter. 
 
J. The types of backflow prevention assemblies that may be required include: air gap 

separation, reduced pressure principle backflow prevention assembly (RP), reduced 
pressure principle detector assembly, double check valve assembly, double check detector 
assembly, pressure vacuum breaker (PVB) assembly. The water user may choose a higher 
level of protection than required by the city. (Ord. 95-155, 11-13-1995) 

 
9-4-5: BACKFLOW PREVENTION ASSEMBLIES: 
 
Only backflow prevention assemblies which have been approved by the city shall be acceptable 
for installation by the water user. A list of approved backflow prevention assemblies will be 
provided upon request to any affected customer. The installation of these approved assemblies 
must be done as follows. In order to perform any installations on the following types of 
assemblies, the user must possess one of the following license classifications: 
 

Domestic:   1.   Plumbing (c-36)   

2.   General engineering (a)   

3.   Limited specialty (c-61/d-64)   

      

Landscape 
irrigation:   

1.   Plumbing (c-36)   

2.   General engineering (a)   

3.   Limited specialty (c-61/d-64)   

4.   Landscape (c-27)   

      

Fire sprinkler 
system:   

1.   Plumbing (c-36)   

2.   General engineering (a)   

3.   Limited specialty (c-61/d-64)   



4.   Fire sprinkler (c-16)   

 
The testing, repair or maintenance of backflow prevention assemblies may be performed by 
certified backflow prevention assembly testers. The owners of any premises on which, or on 
account of which, backflow prevention assemblies are installed, shall have the backflow 
prevention assemblies tested by a certified backflow prevention assembly tester who has 
demonstrated their competency in testing of these backflow prevention assemblies to the city. 
Backflow prevention assemblies must be tested at least annually and immediately after 
installation, relocation or repair. The city may require a more frequent testing schedule if it is 
determined to be necessary. No backflow prevention assembly shall be placed back in service 
unless it is functioning as required. A report form acceptable to the city shall be filed with the city 
each time a backflow prevention assembly is tested, relocated or repaired. It is the water user's 
responsibility to the make sure the testers' report form is filed with the city by the required time 
period. All backflow prevention assemblies shall be serviced, overhauled or replaced whenever 
they are found to be defective and all costs of testing, repair and maintenance shall be borne by 
the water user. (Ord. 95-165, 11-13-1995) 
 
9-4-6: BACKFLOW PREVENTION ASSEMBLY TESTING: 
 
A. The city will establish and maintain a list of approved backflow prevention assemblies and an 

approved certified testers list. The city shall conduct necessary surveys of water user 
premises to evaluate the degree of potential health hazards. The city shall notify the water 
user when their assembly needs to be tested. A notice to test will be sent by mail and will 
have the date the test shall be completed. The water user shall supply proof to the city by 
such date that the assembly has passed the test. If the test is not completed and proof 
supplied to the city by the date on the notice to test a final notice will be sent. If the test is 
not completed and proof supplied to the city within the time set forth in the final notice, then 
a noncompliance notice will be sent. If the backflow prevention assembly has not been 
tested and proof of compliance has not been supplied to the city by the date set forth on the 
noncompliance notice, water service will be terminated on such date unless the user has 
filed a written request for a hearing on the matter prior to the date set forth on the 
noncompliance notice. The hearing will be held within ten (10) days of the written request. If 
it is determined that the water user's water service is a threat to the city's water system 
because of the backflow prevention assembly, or lack thereof, then the hearing officer shall 
order the water service terminated. A failure to appear at the hearing will result in 
termination of the water service. A reconnect fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) will be charged 
before the service will be reconnected. The water supply to the address will be discontinued 
until the backflow prevention assembly is tested and certified as functioning properly. (Ord. 
96-179, 1-27-1997) 
 

B. The purpose of this chapter is to outline the requirements of the city with regard to persons 
who test backflow prevention assemblies within the city limits. This procedure is in 
accordance with this chapter and Code of Regulations, title 17 section 7605(b). The 
following requirements are hereby established: 

1. Each applicant shall file with the city a valid photo copy of their certification from the 
counties of Santa Barbara, Ventura, San Luis Obispo or the American Water Works 
Association (AWWA) as a certified backflow tester. 

2. Each applicant shall furnish evidence to show that he has the necessary tools and 
equipment to properly test backflow prevention assemblies. 

3. Each applicant shall furnish evidence to show his test gauges have been recalibrated, 
and/or the calibration checked within two (2) years of the application date. Every two (2) 
years thereafter, each applicant will submit to the written proof that his test gauges have 
been recalibrated and/or the calibration checked for accuracy by a certified agency. 



4. Each applicant shall at any time have his certification revoked, suspended or not renewed 
by the city for improper testing, repairs, reporting and/or violating any of or part of this 
chapter. (Ord. 95-165, 11-13-1995) 

 
9-4-7: WATER SERVICE TERMINATION: 
 
A. General: When the city encounters a water usercustomers that represent a clear and 

immediate hazard to the potable water supply that cannot be immediately abated, the city 
shall institute the following procedures for discontinuing the city's water service to said 
customer. 
 

B. Basis For Termination: Conditions that create a basis for water service termination shall 
include, but are not limited to, the following items: 

1. Refusal to install a required backflow prevention assembly. 
2. Refusal to test a backflow prevention assembly. 
3. Refusal to repair a faulty backflow prevention assembly. 
4. Refusal to replace a faulty backflow prevention assembly. 
5. Direct or indirect connection between the public water system and a sewer line or other non-

potable line. 
6. Unprotected direct or indirect connection between the public water system and a system or 

equipment containing contaminants. 
7. Unprotected direct or indirect connection between the public water system and an auxiliary 

water system. 
8. A situation which presents an immediate health hazard to the public water system. (Ord. 95-

165, 11-13-1995) 
 

C. Water Service Termination Procedures: The water service will be terminated at the address 
where the backflow device is located if any of the conditions set forth in subsection B of this 
section exist and are not corrected by the date set forth in the noncompliance notice, and if 
the water user does not file a timely appeal from the noncompliance notice, as set forth in 
subsection 9-4-6A of this chapter. If water service is terminated, the water service will 
remain inactive until correction of violations has been approved by the city. (Ord. 96-179, 1-
27-1997) 

 
9-4-8: HEARING: 
If a noncompliance notice has been served and a timely appeal has been filed with the city, a 
hearing shall be held before the city manager or his designee at the time and place set forth by 
the city manager. At such hearing, the appellant shall present evidence to prove that none of the 
conditions set forth in subsection 9-4-7B of this chapter exist. The failure of the appellant to 
appear for the hearing shall be deemed an admission that such conditions do exist. At the 
conclusion of the hearing, the city managerhearing officer shall determine, based upon the 
evidence presented, determine whether any of the conditions set forth in subsection 9-4-7B of 
this chapter exist. If any such conditions exist, the city managerhearing officer shall order 
termination of the water service. (Ord. 96-179, 1-27-1997) 
 
 

http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?ft=3&find=9-4-6A�
http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?ft=3&find=9-4-7B�
http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?ft=3&find=9-4-7B�
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ADVANCE CALENDAR ITEMS 
Below is an Advance Calendar of anticipated agenda items.  The dates are tentative but reflect an overview of items to come. 
 
 
        
         
 
    
March 14, 2016  Warrant Register- Consent 

Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance 
Award Contract for Vets Hall Lead Abatement & Painting 
Solvang Mesa LLMD Assessment, Resolution of Intent 

 
March 28, 2016  ADA Transition Plan 

 
 

Future Unscheduled Items Award Consultant Contract- Seismic Retrofit Construction Mngmt 
Award Construction Contract- Alisal Bridge Seismic Retrofit 
Resolution of Intent re: Installment Sale Water Revenue Bonds 
Citywide Sidewalk Master Plan 
City of Solvang Goals Update - April 
Storm Water Resource Plan  
Ratify Reappointment of Shirley Stacy to Library Advisory Comm- June 
Sphere of Influence/Annexation Study 
Marijuana Cultivation & Delivery Ordinance First Reading   
Building Fee revisions/Calif. Code Check Agreement 
Wireless Facilities Regulations 
Conveyance Ordinance Update /Conveyance Renewals –July 

    Findings of SYCSD Recycled Water Planning Study   
    Resolution of Support for SBCAG Regional Bike & Ped Plan  

Measure A Program of Projects 
Solvang Mesa LLMD Resolution of Assessment (April 11, 2016) 

    
 
 
 
Warrant Register 1st meeting of each month 
SCVB Report 2nd   meeting of each month (biennial) 
Sheriff’s Report 2nd meeting of each month 
Fire Department Report quarterly                                     

Tentative 
Meeting Date  Item 
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