
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

SOLVANG CITY COUNCIL 


Council Chambers February 8,2016 
1644 Oak Street Monday 
Solvang, CA 93463 6:30 pm 

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Richardson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL: 

PRESENT: 	 Mayor Richardson, Council Members Duus, Jamieson, Skytt, 
and Zimmerman 

STAFF: 	 Brad Vidro, City Manager; Roy Hanley, City Attorney; Charlie Uhrig, 
Community Resources Officer; Sandra Featherson, Administrative 
Services Director; Matt van der Linden, Public Works Director; and 
Lisa Martin, City Clerk 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Council Member Jamieson 

CITY MANAGERS REPORT: Informational report only 

1. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS WRITTEN OR VERBAL 

Fred Kovol, Resident 
".. SLO County is considering dredging a lake for potential drinking water 
".. The weather forecast for the rest of the month doesn't show much precipitation 
." Provided a news article and encouraged the Council not to allow delivery of medical 

marijuana 

Esther Bates, Executive Director of Elverhoj Museum 
." Updated the Council on activities and upcoming events and excursions related to the 

Elverhoj Museum 
." Acknowledged appreciation for all the museum's volunteers, who help make their non

profit organization a success 

Tracy Farhad, SCVB Executive Director 

".. Updated the Council on her attendance at tourism conferences 

." Solvang hotels are completely sold out for Valentine's Day 

".. Taste ofSolvang tickets are on sale 


2. COUNCIL REQUESTS 
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None. 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AS PRESENTED 

No changes to the agenda. 

4. CITY COUNCIL MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 8, 2016 

Motion made by Council Member Duus to approve the minutes as written, seconded by Council 

Member Zimmerman, and carried with a verbal response of5 ayes. 

5. CONSENT AGENDA 
a. 	 Approval of Warrant Register 
b. 	 Accept the WWTP Garage Structure as complete and direct the City Manager to execute 

and record the Notice ofCompletion 
c. 	 Adopt Resolution 16-980 approving and adopting CalRecycle's Beverage Container 

Recycling Payment Program 
d. 	 Approve and authorize the Mayor to execute an amendment to the contract for Audit 

Services with Terry Krieg, CPA, at an annual cost of$29,850.00 

Council Member Jamieson questioned the length of time that the City has used the same auditor. 
In her time at the school board, they used a different auditor periodically. The City Attorney 
responded that it is not mandatory, although that is policy for some entities. Council Member 
Jamieson indicated that she just wanted to make sure we were legal. 

Motion was made by Council Member Duus to approve the consent agenda as presented, 
seconded by Council Member Jamieson. Motion carried with a roll call vote of5 ayes. 

REGULAR AGENDA 

6. 2014/2015 COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 

Staff report by Sandra Featherson, Administrative Services Director. 

Presentation by Terry Krieg, CPA. CalPERS has estimated Solvang's proportionate share of net pension 
obligation to be $2.5 million. 

Mayor Richardson inquired as to the approximately 7.5% return reflected in CalPERS actuarial 
model. Isn't that an unreasonable expectation? Terry Krieg answered that as a lay person he did 
think it was high, but it is based on the actuarials. 

Mayor Richardson opened the item to public comment at 7: 13 p.m. 

Fred Kovol 
)0> Call your attention to Sandra's report, Page 3 of 4. There are tables there that seem to 

have different numbers. In the first table $296,371 should have brackets around it. 

http:of$29,850.00
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Mayor Richardson agreed that it was a misprint that he was going to make the Finance Director 
aware of. 

Mayor Richardson closed the item to Public Comment at 7: 15 p.m. 

Motion made by Council Member Duus to accept the annual financial report into the record, 
seconded by Council Member Skytt. Motion carried with a roll call vote of5 ayes. 

7. 	 SANTA YNEZRIVER WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT GROUNDWATER 

SUSTAINABILITY PRESENTATION 


Presentation by Bruce Wales ofthe SYRWCD. 

Discussion on existing water wells and metering. Agricultural water for vineyards, etc. is already 
highly regulated as far as nitrogen levels and fertilizers, however, not necessarily metered for 
water use/consumption. Bruce Wales suspects that all active wells would be required to be 
metered. 

Council Member Zimmerman inquired as to whether any research was done with sonar or other 
technology to determine topography or water elevations ofthe upland basin. Bruce Wales 
discussed the different alluvial levels ofthe river. 

Council Member Jamieson questioned how accurate are the records we have on the number of 
existing wells in the Santa Ynez Valley, because she has three clients that have wells on their 
property and there are no records or permits. Mr. Wales responded that certainly ifpeople have 
active wells there should be registered. Older wells are a different problem as they most likely 
were not required to be permitted, and very few have been legally abandoned. The only way he 
can think ofto get an accurate count ofall the wells will be to get the Department ofWater 
Resources list and not SB County Environmental Health's, as it may not be a reliable source if 
wells were not permitted. 

Mayor Richardson opened the public comment period at 8:03 p.m. 

Fred Kovol 
;.. Was on the AB3030 committee 20 years ago. 
;.. There was a basin contour study prepared then. He is worried about Camp 4 as it feeds 

into the basin and they are federal, unregulated. 
;.. The Woodstock area has undocumented wells and has a chromium 6 problem. 
;.. Would like to see one Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA). 
;.. Discussed a crack in the basin near the Post Office in Los 0 livos, that is why you see flow 

in the Alamo Pintado creek. 

Bruce Wales discussed Federal Reserve water rights, and mentioned a good write-up in the 
casino expansion EIR regarding the tribe's wells. 

Council Member Jamieson asked about the forest land area. Bruce Wales indicated that there is 
not enough area, and is not a substantial player. 
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Brad Joos, 10#1 

}i> Concerned with possible fees and taxations for the agency 

}i> We need to get all the players involved early, let's work together 


Mayor Richardson asked what the headache would be with having a single GSA? If you have 
one plan and any part of the basin doesn't meet the criteria, then the whole basin fails. 

Bruce Wales responded that currently using fees that customers pay now, but the fees will 
increase after the GSA is formed. 

Mayor Richardson closed the public comment period at 8:21 p.m. 

Presentation only, no action taken. 

8. 	 CALIFORNIA EMPLOYERS' RETIREE BENEFIT TRUST (CERBT) - OTHER POST 
EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS LIABILITY PRESENTATION 

Staffreport by Sandra Featherson, Administrative Services Director 

Presentation by CalPERS representative Joel Sivas. 

Mayor Richardson asked if, once we are in the program, we can back out? CalPERS indicated 
that we can terminate at will although the funds would need to be transferred to another 
compliant program. 

Council Member Zimmerman asked what countries were included in the global real estate 
investments? CalPERS responded that it is an extensive list for diversification purposes. 

Mayor Richardson opened and closed the public comment period at 8:42 p.m. 

Council Member Skytt commented that 25% ofour retirees fall into the 80+ age category. 

Motion made by Council Member Duus to approve Strategy 2 as the staffrecommendation. 
seconded by Council Member Skyu. Motion carried with a roll call vote of5 ayes. 

9. 	 COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS (Oral reports: Each Council Member will give 

oral reports on their activities in relation to the following committee or agencies. In 

addition, each member may report on items that will be included on the agenda for 

such committee or agency and seek guidance from the Council as a whole on such 

items, including on what position to take on behalf of the Citv) 


• 	 Santa Barbara County Association ofGovernments 
Council Member Skytt attended the No. County Regional Subcommittee. One issue 
was the funding of the Saturday service which will be continued. They will be doing 
more advertising. 

• 	 Air Pollution Control Board 
• 	 Joint Wastewater Committee 
• 	 Finance Committee 
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• 	 Chumash Tribe 
Council Member Duus reported back on the Ad Hoc committee meeting ofFebruary 
3,2016. The new ladder truck is smaller and therefore the addition required at the 
station is smaller and less costly. The tribe would like some participation by the City 
in the project, either monetary or in-kind. Mayor Richardson added that the County 
should be participating with us, and that our particifation should not be monetary. 
The item should be agendized for the February 22n meeting for a decision on 
contribution. 

• 	 Water Committee 
• 	 Indian Gaming Benefit Committee 
• 	 California Joint Powers Insurance Authority 

10. ADVANCE CALENDAR 

None. 

11. ADJOURNMENT Mayor Richardson adjourned the meeting at 8:55 p.m. 




