
 

      
 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

SOLVANG CITY COUNCIL 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Council Chambers                February 22, 2016 

1644 Oak Street                    Monday 

Solvang, CA  93463                       6:30 pm 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Richardson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 

  PRESENT:   Mayor Richardson, Council Members Duus, Jamieson, Skytt,  

and Zimmerman 

 

STAFF:    Brad Vidro, City Manager; Roy Hanley, City Attorney; Lt. Shawn 

O’Grady; Sandra Featherson, Administrative Services Director; Matt van 

der Linden, Public Works Director; and Lisa Martin, City Clerk 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Council Member Zimmerman 

 

CITY MANAGERS REPORT:  Informational report only 

 

1. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS – WRITTEN OR VERBAL 

 

Fred Kovol, Resident 

 Provided a newspaper article to the Council regarding public transportation 

 Discussed historic and current precipitation in Solvang  

 ID#1 has predicted that this year will see a new drought record 

 

Susan Williams, SCVB  

 Updated the Council 3
rd

 Wednesday activities and statistics  

 

 Carey McKinnon, Solvang Library 

 Provided the Council with a quarterly report and reported on new activities like family 

game night.  More children have attended the reading sessions this year. 

 

2.  COUNCIL REQUESTS 

 

Council Member Jamieson requested that an item be added to a future agenda for an accounting 

of Solvang’s Library funds and how they are used. 
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3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AS PRESENTED 

 

No changes to the agenda. 

 

4. CITY COUNCIL MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 22, 2016 

 

Motion made by Council Member Duus to approve the minutes as written, seconded by Council 

Member Skytt, and carried with a verbal response of 5 ayes. 

 

5. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Receive and file Sheriff’s Department Report for January 2016 
 

Motion was made by Council Member Jamieson to approve the consent agenda as presented, 

seconded by Council Member Duus.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 5 ayes. 

 

REGULAR AGENDA 

 

6. DISCUSSION AND DIRECTION FOR AD HOC COMMITTEE WITH THE SANTA 

YNEZ BAND OF CHUMASH INDIANS 
 

Staff report by Brad Vidro, City Manager.  
 
Mayor Richardson asked if the cost of the demolition of the parking area was included in the $65,000 

estimated cost of construction?  City Manager Vidro responded that it was not.   

 
Council Member Skytt asked if the existing opening would accommodate the truck that is now proposed?  

City Manager Vidro answered affirmatively. 

 

Mayor Richardson opened the item to public comment at 7:06 p.m. 

 

Sam Cohen, SYBCI 

 Reported that Chairman Armenta’s preference is the Solvang station and that they are 

asking for a like contribution from the City. 

 

Mayor Richardson closed the item to Public Comment at 7:08 p.m.   

 

Council Member Skytt indicated that he would support the continuation of the Ad Hoc committee 

with the Chumash for another year.   

 

Council Member Duus agreed, commenting that the first year was more introductory and that this 

year the committee has been more effective. 

 

Mayor Richardson mentioned that the committee is getting more comfortable, with very candid 

but cordial discussions. 

 

Council Member Jamieson questioned whether the parking lot would be reconfigured?  City 

Manager Vidro responded that it would, but that the work would be completed by City staff. 
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Mayor Richardson directed staff to add the cost of the parking lot demolition and reconfiguration 

into the estimated construction cost so that we have a more accurate total cost of the project.   

 

Council Member Duus reiterated his position that this is the right place for the ladder truck due to 

Solvang’s central location in the Santa Ynez Valley.  

 

There was consensus that the City’s contribution to the project would be in kind and consist of 

the demolition and reconfiguration of the parking lot.  

 

Motion made by Council Member Skytt to continue the ad hoc committee for a period of one (1) 

year, seconded by Council Member Duus.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 5 ayes. 

 

7. INTRODUCTION FOR FIRST READING, BY TITLE ONLY, AN UPDATE TO THE 

WATER AND SEWER CODE AND DROUGHT REGULATIONS 

 

Staff presentation by Matt van der Linden, Public Works Director.  

 

Council Member Skytt asked if all water softeners would need to be changed out to a non-brine 

discharge system by the July 17, 2016 date?  Matt van der Linden responded that they would, and 

explained that the discharge of the softeners results in high chloride content, which affects our 

waste discharge requirements from the wastewater treatment plant.  

 

Council Member Jamieson asked where this regulation was coming from, the State, the County?  

Matt van der Linden responded that several municipalities have developed these regulations due 

to similar problems, but it is not coming down from any higher jurisdiction. 

 

Council Member Jamieson questioned if we know how many water softeners exist currently.  

Matt van der Linden answered that we do not, but that our chloride levels are 3 times higher in 

these current drought years, and that it could be due to the source water. 

 

Council Member Jamieson additionally asked how big a problem it was.  Matt van der Linden 

indicated that we are approximately 20% over the allowable discharge levels. 

 

Council Member Jamieson questioned if the fee referred to in item 8 was hourly or the total fee.  

Matt van der Linden responded that it was the total disconnect fee and was based on average staff 

time.  Jamieson also had a question on item 7 regarding the water main requirement of 8 inches.  

Matt van der Linden answered that section is only applicable to new developments.  

 

Mayor Richardson mentioned that the language regarding can & will serve be corrected to “can 

& will serve certificate” to be consistent with the rest of the ordinance.   

 

Discussion relating to the extension of the can & will serve certificates to 180 days.  It was 

clarified that the 180 day timeline had already been approved, as 90 days had typically not been 

enough to have working drawings prepared and get through the plan check and permit process.  
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Mayor Richardson asked how we would enforce the requirement for the alternate type of water 

softener system?  Discussion ensued regarding permit triggers, can and will serve certificates, etc. 

Potentially, when a person came in for a building permit, they would have to change out their 

water softener to a compliant system before their building permit would be finaled.     

 

Council Member Zimmerman agreed that the brine discharge softener systems are a problem, 

eliminating them will result in better water quality overall, especially if we construct a water 

treatment plant in the future. 

 

Council Member Skytt asked how many years a water softener system lasts.  Matt van der Linden 

indicated between 10-15 years. 

 

Mayor Richardson opened the public comment period at 7:54 p.m. 

 

Fred Kovol 

 Thinks that the City should deliver soft water to begin with 

 There are other solutions to water softeners, like a reverse osmosis systems and electronic 

systems 

 

Mayor Richardson closed the public comment period at 7:59 p.m. 

 

Council Member Skytt commented that other options mentioned in public comment would be 

much more expensive and would therefore result in higher water rates.  High salt concentrations 

in Fresno have caused agricultural land to become unproductive.  Staff has come up with the least 

intrusive method to move toward reduction of chloride levels. 

 

Mayor Richardson inquired as to whether we have the ability to fine to gain enforcement?  

Discussion relative to the fine schedules.   

 

Mayor Richardson is concerned that we are telling people that the money they spent on an 

expensive water softening system is down the drain.  Discussed franchising with a water 

company to handle all the change-outs in the City at a lower rate.   

 

Council Member Duus indicated that he would rather offer a rebate for the water softener change 

outs. 

 

Mayor Richardson would like to see some wordsmithing of item 5 to tie the requirement for 

water softener change-outs to new construction, and all remodels involving new plumbing.  

  

Matt van der Linden suggested that in addition to extending the timeline proposed, compliant 

water softening systems would be required for all new construction and residential remodel 

projects, and in conjunction with that, a rebate program would be offered to try to gain as much 

voluntary compliance as possible.    

 

City Attorney Hanley mentioned an alternate action of removing item 5 altogether and come back 

with a complete ordinance amendment regarding water softeners and a rebate program. 
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Motion made by Council Member Skytt to approve the staff recommendation with the elimination 

of item 5.   

 

City Manager Vidro commented that staff also needs direction on item 9, regarding short term 

disconnection.  It’s not a good business practice to allow people to discontinue their service 

temporarily and not pay a monthly meter charge. 

 

Mayor Richardson asked if this was an acceptable amendment to the motion. 

 

 Council Member Skytt withdraws his motion. 

 

Motion made by Mayor Richardson to approve the staff recommendation with the elimination of 

item 5, approval of item 9 to delete ordinance section 9-3C-5.e allowing short term 

disconnections, and correction of can & will serve certificate language. 

 

Council Member Duus asked if there is a turn off-turn on fee currently now for the temporary 

disconnection of service.  City Manager Vidro responded that there is not a fee currently.   

 

Council Member Duus asked about the disconnect fee and if that could be applied.   

 

Brad Vidro answered that if approved, that fee would be $46 to disconnect and to turn the water 

service back on, whereas, the meter charge every month exceeds $75 a month for the smallest 

meter size.  Suggested that item 9 also be eliminated from the approval and brought back at a 

later date since we are discussing creating a new fee.   

 

Motion made by Council Member Duus to approve the staff recommendation with the elimination 

of items 5 and 9, and with the correction of the can & will service certificate language, seconded 

by Mayor Richardson.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 5 ayes. 

 

Council Member Zimmerman requested that Item 6 be reopened. 

 

 

DISCUSSION AND DIRECTION FOR AD HOC COMMITTEE WITH THE SANTA 

YNEZ BAND OF CHUMASH INDIANS 

 

Council Member Zimmerman inquired as to whether we can get more firm bids for the fire 

station addition project so that we can keep an open mind and possibly find in the budget a way 

to help fund the project. 

 

City Manager Vidro replied that we can only get firm construction bids with a complete set of 

working drawings.  That will cost $34,000 and we do not yet have confirmation that anyone will 

pay this amount.   

 

Mayor Richardson believes that he and Council Member Duus understand the full direction of 

council and will take the information to the ad-hoc committee for discussion. 
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8. COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS  (Oral reports: Each Council Member will give 

            oral reports on their activities in relation to the following committee or agencies.  In 

            addition, each member may report on items that will be included on the agenda for 

            such committee or agency and seek guidance from the Council as a whole on such 

            items, including on what position to take on behalf of the City) 
 

 Santa Barbara County Association of Governments 

Mayor Richardson reported that highway call boxes will be eliminated in high 

density areas, and upgraded to 3G in remote areas.  Federal funds for highway 

projects are being slashed dramatically.  The Clean Air Express is being funded by the 

North County.  He has asked that the South County also contribute so that the 

program has an opportunity to be successful.       

 Air Pollution Control Board 

 Joint Wastewater Committee 

 Finance Committee 

 Chumash Tribe 

 Water Committee 

 Indian Gaming Benefit Committee  

 California Joint Powers Insurance Authority 

 
 

9.    ADVANCE CALENDAR 

None. 

10. ADJOURNMENT  Mayor Richardson adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

         ______________________ 

         Lisa S. Martin, City Clerk 

             

          

         


