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5.14 EFFECTS FOUND NOT TO BE SIGNIFICANT 

5.14.1 OVERVIEW AND SUMMARY 

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15128 requires that an EIR “contain a statement briefly indicating the 

reasons that various possible significant effects of a project were determined not to be significant and 

therefore were not discussed in detail in the EIR.” The following analysis is based on the January 4, 2011, 

Initial Study prepared for the Master Plan Update. Some impacts determined not to be significant are 

addressed in detail in this EIR. Those that are not, are discussed in the sections that follow. All impacts 

for the thresholds listed below would be less than significant (Class III). 

5.14.2 CONSIDERATION OF EFFECTS FOUND NOT TO BE SIGNIFICANT 

5.14.2.1 Aesthetics 

Threshold: Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would affect day or 

nighttime views in the area. 

Light pollution occurs when nighttime views of the stars and sky are diminished by an over-abundance 

of light coming from the ground. Light pollution is a potential impact from the operation of any light 

source at night. Proper light shields, lighting design, and landscaping are commonly used to reduce light 

pollution generated from lighting by blocking the conveyance of light upwards. The result is that the 

lights are not visible from above; therefore, ambient light is not added to the nighttime sky. 

Glare occurs when reflective building materials such as glass or highly polished metals are used for large 

areas of a structure’s exterior. Light sources such as vehicle headlights and the sun reflect off these 

surfaces and may affect the comfort of people in nearby occupied structures or the safety of drivers 

passing by the structure. 

The proposed Master Plan Update does not include regulations that address light and glare. However, 

requiring that future development projects undergo environmental and design review on a site-specific 

basis will ensure that light and glare impacts would not substantially impact adjacent uses. Furthermore, 

actions involving construction of new water infrastructure are expected to require minimal lighting, and 

would not use reflective materials. Impacts resulting from light and glare are considered to be less than 

significant. 
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5.14.2.2 Agricultural Resources 

Threshold: Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 

Importance, as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland 

Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to 

nonagricultural use. 

Threshold: Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson Act contract. 

Threshold: Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location 

or nature, could result in conversion of farmland to nonagricultural use or 

conversion of forest land to nonforest use. 

No designated Important Farmlands are located adjacent to or in the vicinity of the components 

associated with the proposed Master Plan Update. No agricultural uses are located within the area where 

earth-disturbing activities would occur in association with the components of the proposed Master Plan 

Update. No lands included in Williamson Act contracts would be impacted by the proposed Master Plan 

Update. Therefore, no impacts to agricultural resources would occur. 

5.14.2.3 Air Quality 

Threshold: Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people 

Construction activities associated with the proposed Master Plan Update may generate detectable odors 

from heavy-duty equipment exhaust. Odors associated with diesel and gasoline fumes are transitory in 

nature and would not create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people. The impacts 

from these odors would be short term and would cease upon the completion of the various projects 

implemented under the Master Plan Update. Impacts would be less than significant. 

5.14.2.4 Biological Resources 

Threshold: Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, 

such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance 

Installation of the proposed Santa Ynez River wells, water piping system improvements, and water 

treatment plant under the proposed Master Plan Update would be subject to local tree preservation 

policies or ordinances protecting biological resources. No significant impacts would occur under this 

threshold. 
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5.14.2.5 Geology and Soils 

Threshold: Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including 

the risk of loss, injury, or death involving: 

(1) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent 

Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issues by the State 

Geologist for the area or based on other substantial evidence of a 

known fault 

(2) Strong seismic ground shaking 

(3) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction 

(4) Landslides 

Threshold: Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil. 

Threshold: Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become 

unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site 

landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse. 

Threshold: Be located on expansive soil, creating substantial risks to like or property. 

Threshold: Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or 

alternative wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not available for the 

disposal of wastewater. 

Earthquake Faults 

The City is located within a seismically active area. According to the General Plan Safety Element, major 

active fault systems are located within the Santa Barbara County region, with the Big Pine and Santa Ynez 

Fault being the most historically active. Other fault systems in the Solvang area include the Big Pine 

Extension, Graveyard-Turkey Trap, Mesa, More Ranch, Nacimiento, Pacifico, Santa Cruz Island, Arroyo 

Parida, Bradley Canyon, Carpinteria, Goleta, Mission Ridge, Red Mountain, Rincon Creek, and San Jose. 

The two nearest fault systems to the area are the Carpinteria and Goleta Faults. 

All improvements constructed as part of the Master Plan Update will be required by state law and City 

ordinance to be constructed in accordance with the Uniform Building Code (seismic zone 4, which has the 

most stringent seismic construction requirements in the United States), and to adhere to all modern 
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earthquake construction standards, including those relating to soil characteristics. Furthermore, no 

habitable structures are planned to be built as part of the proposed Master Plan Update. No significant 

impacts would occur in this regard. 

Liquefaction 

Liquefaction refers to an unstable condition in which water-saturated soils are transformed from a solid 

to semi-solid state due to sudden shock or strain. Major factors influencing liquefaction are groundwater 

level, soil type, relative density, loading conditions, ground acceleration, and duration of shaking. 

Liquefaction typically occurs in areas where the groundwater is less than 30 feet from the surface, and 

where the soils are composed predominantly of fine sand. No habitable structures are planned to be built 

as part of the proposed Master Plan Update. No impacts would occur. 

Landslide 

According to the General Plan Safety Element, several landslides have been mapped in the hillside area 

east of Alisal Creek and outside of the existing Solvang corporate boundary. In such areas, the use of 

corrective grading and engineering practices would be necessary to ensure the safety of future 

development. However, no habitable structures are planned to be built as part of the proposed Master 

Plan Update. No significant impacts would occur in this regard. 

Soils 

Soil erosion is defined as the detachment and movement of soil particles by the erosive forces of wind or 

water. The proposed Master Plan Update includes provisions that encourage grading techniques that 

blend with the natural terrain, minimize earthmoving activities, and prevent erosion on the face of slopes 

due to drainage. 

The area covered by the proposed Master Plan Update would also be subject to the City ordinance and 

standards relative to soils and geology. Standard compliance requirements include soils and grading 

reports prior to issuance of building permits and adherence to applicable building codes in accordance 

with the Uniform Building Code. Based on these programs and requirements, impacts associated with 

soil erosion are considered less than significant. 

Septic Tanks 

Septic tanks would not be used in the development of the proposed Master Plan Update. No impacts 

would occur. 
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5.14.2.6 Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

Threshold: Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the 

routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials. 

Threshold: Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 

substances, or waste, within 0.25 mile of an existing or proposed school. 

Threshold: Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites 

compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, create 

a significant hazard to the public or the environment. 

Threshold: For a project located within an airport land use plan, or, where such a plan has 

not been adopted, within 2 miles of a public airport or public use airport, 

result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area. 

Threshold: For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, result in a safety hazard 

for people residing or working in the project area. 

Threshold: Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency 

response plan or emergency evacuation plan. 

Threshold: Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death 

involving wildland fires, including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized 

areas or where residences are intermixed with wildlands. 

Operation of proposed water treatment facilities would require the use of liquid chlorine and a coagulant 

such as aluminum sulfate. The potential impacts related to the storage and use of these chemicals are 

analyzed in Subsection 5.10.6.1 of this EIR, and were determined to present a Class II, less than 

significant, risk of accidental release into the environment with compliance with applicable regulations. 

The proposed Master Plan Update would not result in the regular release of hazardous substances, and 

would not affect schools or other sensitive receptors. No hazardous material sites are located in the 

locations that would be developed with components proposed as part of the Master Plan Update. No 

public or private air transportation facilities or emergency evacuation plans would be affected by 

development of Master Plan Update components. The proposed Master Plan Update does not include a 

habitable component that would be subject to wildland fire hazards. No impacts would occur. 



5.14 Effects Found Not to be Significant 

Meridian Consultants 5.14-6 City of Solvang Water System Master Plan Update EIR 

001-001-12  June 2012 

5.14.2.7 Hydrology and Water Quality 

Threshold: Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing 

or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional 

sources of polluted runoff. 

Threshold: Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a federal 

Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard 

delineation map. 

Threshold: Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures which would impede or 

redirect flood flows. 

Threshold: Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death 

involving flooding, including flooding as a result of the failure of a levee or 

dam. 

Threshold: Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death 

involving inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow. 

Stormwater 

General National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) requirements require construction 

projects to develop and implement a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) containing 

structural treatment and source control measures appropriate and applicable to construction projects that 

would be implemented as part of the Master Plan Update . The SWPPP will incorporate Best 

Management Practices (BMPs) by requiring controls of pollutant discharges that utilize best available 

technology (BAT) economically achievable and best conventional pollutant control technology (BCT) to 

reduce pollutants.  

Implementation of the proposed Master Plan Update would result in the installation of new wells along 

the Santa Ynez River floodplain and would be located near surface flows in the river. Typical 

construction activities could create conditions that generate materials that are susceptible to erosion from 

rainfall and runoff. These conditions primarily include riverbed material excavated to install the well 

conductor casing, drilling cuttings, and riverbed material that is graded, excavated, stockpiled, placed, 

and compacted to establish the well pad. This material is not expected to be eroded and conveyed to the 

Santa Ynez River where it could increase turbidity and total suspended solids because, as discussed in 

Subsection 5.1.3.1, all construction activities are required to comply with the NPDES general permit 
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requirements. As discussed in Subsection 5.1.8.5, construction activities would be required to comply 

with the provisions of the State Water Resources Control Board’s general permit for construction 

activities. Operation of the proposed Master Plan Update would not substantially affect stormwater 

runoff. 

Flooding 

Bradbury Dam, which is located approximately 9 miles west of the City, has a capacity to hold 190,000 

acre-feet of water. The Bradbury Dam has been constructed to withstand the maximum credible 

earthquake, based upon extensive geological and geotechnical studies. The dam is inspected regularly 

and is certified safe by the US Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation. Buildout of the Solvang 

General Plan would not affect the potential for a failure of the Bradbury Dam. Nevertheless, the increased 

levels of human activity within the potential inundation area would expose additional people to this 

potential hazard. 

As a result of the possible dangers associated with the Bradbury Dam, flood areas in the Solvang area 

have been mapped through the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) administered by the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA). The Master Plan Update does not propose the development of habitable structures that 

could potentially place residents within a 100-year flood hazard area as determined by FEMA flood 

maps. Structures that would be built as part of the proposed Master Plan Update would not be on a scale 

that would impede or redirect flood flows.  

The Master Plan Update project area is approximately 15-miles from the Pacific Ocean and approximately 

496 feet above sea level. There is no danger of inundation by a tsunami. The nearest open body of water is 

Lake Cachuma, which is approximately 8 miles east of the project area. There is consequently no danger 

of inundation by seiche. 
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5.14.2.8 Mineral Resources 

Threshold: Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of 

value to the region and the residents of the state. 

Threshold: Result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resources 

recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or other land use 

plan. 

There are no oil and gas fields identified near the City of Solvang. The nearest oil extraction occurs at the 

Zaca Oil Field located approximately 8 miles to the north of the City. Oil is also extracted at the Barham 

Ranch Oil Field located approximately 8.5 miles northwest of Solvang. No significant impacts would 

occur in this regard. 

5.14.2.9 Noise 

Threshold: For a project located within an airport land use plan, or, where such a plan has 

not been adopted, within 2 miles of a public airport or public use airport, 

expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels. 

Threshold: For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, expose people residing or 

working in the project area to excessive noise levels. 

The proposed Master Plan Update is not located within an airport land use plan, within 2 miles of a 

public airport or public use airport, or within the vicinity of a private airstrip. Therefore, the proposed 

Master Plan Update would not expose people residing or working in the area to excessive noise levels. 

5.14.2.10 Population and Housing 

Threshold: Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly or indirectly. 

Threshold: Displace substantial numbers or existing housing, necessitating the 

construction of replacement housing elsewhere. 

Threshold: Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the construction of 

replacement housing elsewhere. 

The proposed Master Plan Update would not induce population growth, either directly or indirectly, and 

therefore would not result in any impacts to housing or related infrastructure, nor require construction of 

additional housing. No impacts would occur. 



5.14 Effects Found Not to be Significant 

Meridian Consultants 5.14-9 City of Solvang Water System Master Plan Update EIR 

001-001-12  June 2012 

5.14.2.11 Public Services 

Threshold: Result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of 

new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically 

altered facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 

environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response 

times, or other performance objectives for (1) fire protection, (2) police 

protection, (3) schools, (4) parks, or (5) other public facilities. 

The proposed Master Plan Update would not contribute to an increase in population in the surrounding 

areas and would therefore not have an impact on the existing level of public services of any governmental 

facilities. No additional fire or police protection would be required. No new housing would be 

constructed and no additional demands on schools or public parks would result. No impacts would 

occur. 

5.14.2.12 Transportation and Traffic 

Threshold: Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance, or policy establishing measures of 

effectiveness for the performance of the circulation system, taking into account 

all modes of transportation including mass transit and nonmotorized travel 

and relevant components of the circulation system, including but not limited 

to intersections, streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, 

and mass transit. 

Threshold: Conflict with an applicable congestion management program, including but 

not limited to level of service standards and travel demand measures, or other 

standards established by the county congestion management agency for 

designated roads or highways. 

Threshold: Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an increase in traffic 

levels or a change in location that results in substantial safety risks. 

Threshold: Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., sharp curves or 

dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment). 

Threshold: Result in inadequate emergency access. 

Threshold: Result in inadequate parking capacity. 
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Threshold: Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs supporting alternative 

transportation (e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle racks). 

Construction equipment use for the proposed Master Plan Update would be staged at work locations and 

removed at the completion of the construction activities. Workers commuting to project sites would cause 

minor increases in traffic and this traffic generated would not constitute a substantial percentage of the 

current daily volumes on surrounding roadways. Impacts would be less than significant. 

The activities associated with the Master Plan Update would not result in a change in air traffic patterns. 

No impacts would occur. 

The proposed Master Plan Update does not involve the development or design of any road features. No 

impacts related to design, incompatible uses, or emergency access would occur. 

The proposed Master Plan Update does not involve inadequate emergency access. No impacts related to 

design, incompatible uses, or emergency access would occur. 

Parking would be required for workers traveling to the site during the construction activities associated 

with components of the project. However, as the parking needs would be limited and can be supported 

adjacent to the locations where activities associated with the various projects proposed by the Master 

Plan Update would occur, no impact would occur. 

5.14.2.13 Utilities and Service Systems 

Threshold: Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water 

Quality Control Board. 

Threshold: Require or result in the construction of new stormwater drainage facilities or 

expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause 

significant environmental effects. 

Threshold: Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider that serves or 

may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s 

projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing commitments. 

Threshold: Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the 

project’s solid waste disposal needs. 
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Threshold: Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid 

waste. 

No wastewater would be generated from the implementation of the proposed Master Plan Update. 

Portable bathroom facilities would be supplied for workers during construction activities associated with 

components of the proposed Master Plan Update. Portable bathroom facilities would be maintained and 

waste would be disposed off-site by the supplier. No wastewater-related impacts would occur. 

The Master Plan Update does not involve residential, commercial, or institutional uses, which would 

result in a demand for water or generate wastewater. The Master Plan Update would not result in new 

demand for construction of new wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities. No 

impacts would occur. 

The proposed Master Plan Update would not generate substantial amounts of solid waste. Solid waste 

generated from the proposed Master Plan Update would consist of general refuse generated during 

construction activities associated with its various components. Since the proposed project itself would not 

generate significant amounts of solid waste; impacts would be less than significant. 


